2TAF MEDIUM BOMBERS ASSOCIATION NEWSMAGAZINE

Nov 2016

2nd TACTICAL AIR FORCE
MEDIUM BOMBERS ASSOCIATION
Incorporating
88, 98, 107, 180, 226, 305, 320, & 342 Squadrons
137 & 139 Wings, 2 Group RAF

MBA Canada Executive
Chairman/Newsletter Editor David Poissant

Secretary/Treasurer

Western Representative

Eastern Representative

Chairman/Liason
Secretary/Archivist

Susan MacKenzie

406 Devine Street, Sarnia, ON N7T 1V5
Telephone: 519-332-2765
E-mail: mackensu@gmail.com

Lynda Lougheed

PO Box 54 Spruce View, AB T0M 1V0
Telephone: 403-728-2333
E-mail: lougheedlynda61@gmail.com

Darrell Bing

75 Baroness Close, Hammond Plains, NS B4B 0B4
Telephone: 902-463-7419
E-mail: dbing@peakgroup.com

MBA United Kingdom Executive
To Be Announced
Russell Legross

15 Holland Park Drive, Hedworth Estate, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear NE32 4LL
Telephone: 0191 4569840
E-mail: russ@legross.freeserve.co.uk

Frank Perriam

Treasurer

3a Farm Way, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 8RU
Telephone: 07587 366371
E-mail: fperriam@live.com

John D. McDonald

Registrar

Newsletter Editor

Secretary

1980 Imperial Way, #402, Burlington, ON L7L 0E7
Telephone: 416-575-0184
E-mail: david.poissant@sympatico.ca

35 Mansted Gardens, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 4ED
Telephone: 020 8590 2524
E-mail: john.mcdonald22@btopenworld.com

To Be Announced

Contact Sectretary (Russell Legross).

MBA Executive - Australia
Tricia Williams

PO Box 304, Brighton 3186, Australia
Telephone: +61 422 581 028
E-mail: elegantsol@yahoo.com.au

DISPERSALS is published February ● May ● August ● November
On our cover: Crew hatch on a deHavilland Mosquito fighter/bomber. Note the cannon ports
beneath the cockpit. Armament: 4 @ 303 cal machine guns & 4 @ 20mm cannon. IWM (CH14649)

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES • NOVEMBER 2016
For this issue, in light of developments in the UK Association, I’m turning this page over to Russell Legross,
for an important announcement.

UK SECRETARY’S REPORT
Russell Legross

It is some time since I have made a contribution to DISPERSALS mainly because the majority of
information is coming from Canada.
However on this occasion I am reporting on the current state of the UK Association.
Sadly this year I made the decision to cancel the Annual Reunion as numbers had fallen dramatically
over the last few years and, as age was finally catching up on members, travelling was becoming an
issue.
Therefore it is with regret that the Annual Reunion will no longer be held and I would like to take this
opportunity in thanking those who attended over the last few years.
I will of course continue to distribute issues of Dispersals to members either via email to those who
have an email address; to those who are not connected to the World Wide Web I will continue to send
copies by Royal Mail as I have been doing in the past.
I have been asked by the Treasurer to inform you that the Annual Subscription [for UK members] is
now due for the coming year. The amount is still £10.00; cheques should be made payable to 2 TAF
MBA.
Payment should be sent to the Treasurer:
Mr. F. Perriam,
3A Farm Way,
Worcester Park, SURREY,
KT4 8RU.
In closing I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone continued health and happiness and
hopefully I will make some further contributions to DISPERSALS.
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NO. 5 EFTS HIGH RIVER MEMORIALIZED
Paul Krajewski • High River Times • Post Media

Representatives from the High River Legion Branch #71 and Nanton's Bomber Command
Museum of Canada collaborated to memorialize High River's Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF)
training station with a historic sign detailing its history and impact to the region on Oct. 1.
Dan Fox, museum vice-president, said the air base played a pivotal role in training pilots during
the Second World War.
He said the site, now with only one original hangar left, was originally memorialized with a plaque.
However, both organizations felt more needed to be done to commemorate its rich history.
“A number of years ago, we spearheaded an effort to memorialize Elementary Flying Training
School (EFTS) No. 5 and got a plaque (to) put along 498 Avenue SW,” he explained. “Then when
they rebuilt the road, it had to be moved, so it was stuck over here at the new entrance to the
hangar.” The plaque and newly erected historic sign are located south of 498 Avenue E and west
of 112 Street E on the road leading into a local building material supplier.
Fox noted the last remaining hangar is currently being used by the company as storage and was
open to the public to visit following the unveiling ceremony led by the Royal Canadian Legion
Color Party and #187 Foothills Air Cadets.
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“It was rather forlorn and sitting there all by itself—nobody really noticed that it was there, so we
decided we had to erect something more permanent and prominent,” he said, adding this was done
to attract more visitors to the site.
Fox said the air base was home to the Royal Canadian Air Force beginning in 1921. With the onset
of the Second World War in 1939, he said it was established as part of the British Commonwealth
Air Training Plan. Allied troops from around the world were sent to the base to train before being
deployed overseas, he added.
“There were hundreds of young pilots trained here during the war, and many of them went off to
the European front and became bomber and fighter pilots,” he said adding many did not return
from combat. “That's why we felt it important to memorialize those young fellows and the fact
that this was a very active airbase during the war.”
Gerry LePrieur, High River Legion Branch #71 president, said it's important people remember the
efforts of those who fought for our freedom and the impact of their contributions on their lives 75
years later.
“It was strategic to get people
trained so they could go over to
(Europe),” he said. “To fight the
enemy at that time, we had to have
well trained people. This area here
is flat like many European places.
As well we have the mountains
close by, so it had all the
landscapes in one area.”
David Moretta, #187 squadron
training officer, said the base
served as a breeding ground for
innovation and advancement in
aviation.

Fairchild (Fleet) Cornell; type used for Elementary Flight Training at High
River during the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan.
©Kool Shots

“The impact this particular base had on High River and aviation development and technology is
actually out of scale to what we think of now as a small, sleepy Alberta town,” he explained. “In
the 20s, it was on the cutting edge of all that development (and) made some incredible firsts.”
Moretta said the base is special to the #187 cadets as they were formed 74 years ago to prepare
youth for flying in the RCAF.
“I'm delighted that they get to see the direct connection to them because they were formed as part
of that whole history as well,” he added. “It's important to be able to draw the connection between
them, the Second World War and this community.”
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HONOURING ROCKFORD’S WAR HEROES
Jacob Robinson • Simcoe Reformer • 26 September 2016

Allan and Arnold Herron were born and raised on a picturesque plot of farmland that sits in the
northeast corner of Norfolk County [Ontario]. The property features a white house and barn that
look out to one of the nicest views anyone in the area could ask for.
When their country came calling, the brothers left the safety of their home in Rockford to enlist
with the Royal Canadian Air Force.
Neither would return.
Flt Sgt. Allan Marvin Herron and Flying Officer Arnold Ray Herron died in 1942 and 1943
respectively. Allan was 24, Ray 26. The duo was part of an astounding group of 27 men from the
Rockford area who were honoured for their service in the great wars on Saturday.
A 30-foot flag pole was installed at the
former Herron residence, 1462
Concession 11, now the home of Neil
and Gale Lemery. While the Maple
Leaf flies high above the land,
Norfolk County also declared a 3.2
km stretch on Concession 11 between
Villa Nova Road east and the
Haldimand-Norfolk county line –
home to most of the 27 veterans - the
'Rockford Road of Heroes'.

Neil and Gail Lemery place a wreath honouring the 27 men from
Rockford, ON who served World Wars I & II. They live in the home
where the Herron brothers once resided. Jacob Robinson photo

“There's a lot of people that are here
today that are related or are descended
from them – that was very special. The
Rockford community showed up
today,” said Grant Smith of Norfolk’s
Remembrance Committee, the driving
force behind the project.

“I haven't found any place else in
Norfolk that has the vibrance of what's happened here – I hope there is and I hope we find out.”
A small plaque featuring a poppy will be added to the 911 signage at the home of each Rockford
soldier.
“It's really a historic day because as far as we know, nothing like this has ever happened across the
province of Ontario and/or Canada,” said Ruth Anne Massecar, president of the Waterford Legion
(Branch 123). “To make it known that 27 of these veterans (served) is unbelievable.”
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Massecar grew up knowing one of the veterans, Bob Onifrichuk, who stands as the only member
of the group still living.
“I never knew that he was a veteran because he never spoke of it, but that's the way a lot of our
veterans are,” she added. “They keep it quiet.”
Which is exactly why Saturday's ceremony – one attended by a few dozen people – was so
important.
“I'm just so proud that I can even say that I knew at least one of them,” said Massecar. “To be
involved in this day ... it's an honour.”
An RCAF pilot from 1960-67, Smith has dedicated himself to the remembrance of the 400 men
and women of Norfolk who served. He penned 'Norfolk Remembers the Great War 1914-1918'
and has completed a pair of other books with two more on the way, all focusing on the personal
stories and accomplishments of Norfolk's veterans.
The men of Rockford have provided enough stories to fill an entire book themselves, Grant said.
“I find it astounding and there's more to the story too,” he began. “The Onifrichuk brothers (Bob,
Frank, and Nick) had two sisters who married soldiers that went overseas and served. Bob
Onifrichuk's grandson is a petty officer in the Royal Canadian Navy, so it didn't end in 1945, it's
gone on and I think it's tremendous. It's the spirit of Norfolk.”
The 27 soldiers honoured are: Bill Feschuk, Grant Hall, Max Hall, Bill Baird, Russ Bauslaugh,
Allan Herron, Ray Herron , David Grant, David Dickson, F.A. Hawks, Walter French, Alex Angus
Sr., Frank Angus, Alex Angus Jr., Jim Buck, Joe Buck, Clair Fearman, Bob Onifrichuk, Nick
Onifrichuk, Frank Onifrichuk, John Wilson, Wilfred Wilson, Hugh Wilson, Patrick Newhouse,
Lloyd Anderson, Allan Anderson and George Anderson.

7

THE SARINAH TEAM
Coert Munk • Sarinah Team

The Dutch B-25 Mitchell and the Wings & Wheels Show in Dunsfold share a long history. For
more than ten years the B-25 is one of the stars at the airshows, very often as representative of the
Royal Netherlands Air Force to honor the WWII veterans. This article gives details on the operation
of the B-25 Mitchell as part of the flying collection of the Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical
Flight one the one side and on the 2016 Dunsfold Mission on the other side.

The Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight, in Dutch “Koninklijke Luchtmacht Historische
Vlucht” or KLuHV, has grown to the present organization over almost fifty years. At Gilze-Rijen
AFB in the South part of the country, close to the Belgian border, some pilots and technicians
started a flying club in one of the almost forgotten corners of the training station. A new hangar
was built on the remains of a German WWII Hangar. That hangar was used to restore Piper Super
Cubs, Harvard trainers and other elementary trainers of the Air Force after having been declared
surplus in the late sixties and early
seventies. Since then, the Dutch
Spitfire Flight with their Spitfire and
Beaver, and the Duke of Brabant Air
Force with the B-25 Mitchell
merged with the original flying club.
There are more or less two main
activities in KLuHV: The Spit,
Mitchell and Beech and several
Harvards are available for airshows
and memorial flights. The Cubs and
other basic trainers are available for
club members, and are used as well
Sarinah at home Johan Lemmers photo
for advanced pilot training in
formation flying etc. All staff in KLuHV are volunteers. Most of the pilots in the airshow section
have a military background. The Spitfire is flown by current Air Force pilots in addition to their
day-to-day job as F-16 or transport (KDC-10 or C-130) pilots. Many of the Mitchell pilots had their
basic training in the military and changed to one of the airlines after their tour. The reason for
choosing pilots with a military background for flying the planes at airshows is very simple, their
skills in formation flying, leading formations and flying at low level became more or less part of
their DNA!
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Future Spitfire pilots get their basic conversion training at Gilze-Rijen AFB. After having logged
many hours in a Piper Super Cub, the next step is the North American/Noorduyn Harvard.
Mastering this advanced trainer remains the struggle that it was since the thirties and forties, there’s
no difference between the generations of pilots. The last part of the training consists of flying the
Harvard from the back seat in order to get used to the very minimal view of the front of the aircraft
in the landing configuration. After having completed this part of the training, the pilot ends the
Spitfire conversion in the UK in close cooperation with the BBMF (Battle of Britain Memorial
Flight) and the privately owned two-seater Spitfires at the former WWII Station Duxford near
Cambridge. The conversion course is finished after the first solo in the UK Spit and the following
syllabus of ten sorties in the own Spitfire at Gilze-Rijen. In 2017 there are three Spitfire pilots
available for airshows and memorial flights in the country and the near parts of Western Europe.
All Mitchell pilots are experienced pilots on large aircraft, both in the air force and airlines. They
are trained on the B-25 with the standard USAF Pilot Manual. The first 25hrs of flight experience
is as co-pilot with an experience captain in order to become familiar with all systems of the veteran
bomber. Having logged more that 25hrs of flying gives the possibility to become Mitchell captain.
Most of the flights as ‘young’ captain consist of ferry and memorial flights. When the background
and training of the pilot is sufficient, he can qualify as display pilot on the B-25. In total there are
nine pilots available for 2017.

Left photo l-r: Sarinah crewmates Martijn Zwijnenberg & Perry Roos at Dunsfold 2016. Perry Roos photo
Right l-r: Owen Warren (Dunsfold Museum); John Reynders (Sarinah); Terry Batchelor (Museum). John Reynders photo

Gilze-Rijen AFB was and is the home base of the Air Force Historical Flight. KLuHV is certified
to maintain and restore her own aircraft. Dutch authorities perform audits to verify the standard of
the day-to-day work. There are limited opportunities, on the air force base, to receive guests but
smaller events are possible with the tower, crew room and museum as home base. During evening
hours and in the weekend, KLuHV can use the facilities of the air base, often in close cooperation
with the local gliding club and the modelers.
The Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight is NOT a part of the air force, as is BBMF part
of the British RAF. KLuHV is a private foundation with close cooperation of the air force. Both
the Air Force and the foundation look forward to a long-lasting cooperation.
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THE DUNSFOLD MISSION • AUG 27-28, 2016
Perry Roos • Sarinah Crewmember • Photos by Perry Roos

Every year at the end of August, Dunsfold Aerodrome in Surrey presents a wonderful mix of
planes, motorcycles and automobiles during its Dunsfold Wings & Wheels show. Also every year,
weather and equipment permitting, the Dutch B-25 Mitchell PH-XXV visits this show as a tribute
to those who served with 98, 180 and 320 Squadrons during the war when these were based there.
The Dunsfold mission is and always has been a special bond between the Mitchell, its crew and
its heritage with the field and organization. This year would be a very special mission for the
current crew: The last four known Dutch 320 Sqn veterans (as far as is known) and a vast group
of family members of service men who perished in service or passed away after the war would
meet together at sacred ground: on the tarmac of Dunsfold under the wings of a serviceable B-25
bomber which gave act de presence.
For this occasion the plane was dressed up with temporary decals resembling the 320 Squadron
mark ‘NO-V.’ Its original ML-KNIL / NEIAF 18 Sqn outfit and color, which is painted on, wasn`t
removed; combined, it was spectacular but not wholly realistic!
We parked the bomber as close as possible to the public to create an easy access for the guests to
arrive and visit. Normally the plane is parked at the other side of the runway which makes it easier
for the plane to maneuver
under its own power
because of the condition of
the tarmac which is flawless
on that spot. In this case
however we had to tow the
plane to its parking position
for the guests, where the
tarmac was not in suitable
condition for fast spinning
propellers.
Shortly thereafter, the bus
arrived with the honorable
guests. An honor guard of
the Cadets of the Royal Air
L-r: Eduard Jacob (320 Sqn Ground crew), Gonda van Binsbergen-Holster (staff,
Force was lined up beside
Bronbeek veterans home, Arnhem), Camile Stritzko (320 Sqn Ground crew).
the plane. These last four
members of 320 Sqn are all in their nineties now. Two pilots and two mechanics were accompanied
by their close relatives, children, grandchildren and even their great-grandchildren. One by one the
four veterans entered the tarmac and for the first time in more than seventy years these men and
their plane were reunited on the very spot where their common history was made. It took some
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moments but soon they realized that this moment was an historic one and, above all, quite
emotional. They were now able to tell their relatives and relive the stories, which in many cases
had not ever been told, while touching and even entering the plane; it brought tears to almost
everyone’s eyes. Even for us, the crew, it was an astounding, emotional moment to meet these men
and witness these intense moments.
After the veteran’s visit to the plane
a huge group of about 150 relatives
of deceased 320 Sqn personnel
visited the plane and the Mitchell’s
crew enjoyed the privilege of
describing the present situation of the
plane and showing the very places
where their father, grandfather or
even great-grandfather had flown
during their missions. For almost
each visitor, this was the first
encounter with a B-25 Mitchell and
it became an emotional one.
Andre Hissink (Pilot 320 Sqn) “Starting no. 1!”

Shortly after this we had to prepare
the plane for its demo flight. All the guests were positioned at the VIP quarter for the perfect view.
After a ten minutes demo flight and a perfect landing, a small bus stopped near the parked Mitchell;
a few family members get off the bus and thanked the crew for the magnificent demo which thrilled
all the guests and especially the veterans. The Mitchell and its crew had made a lot of new friends!

The next day shortly before take-off and heading for our home base at Gilze-Rijen in the
Netherlands another delegation of family members arrived to say goodbye and took a last close
look at what became a new family member that weekend. The B-25 finally fired up its engines and
in a spectacular take off and, together with B-17 “Sally B,” we reached for the skies heading home
with our heads full of memories of a fantastic weekend.
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L-R: Edward Hoeson (Pilot), Camille Stritzko (Groundcrew), Eduard Jacob
(Groundcrew), Andre Hissink, (Pilot) 320 Squadron RAF reunion • Dunsfold
Wings & Wheels 2016. Photo by Perry Roos.

SANDY’S WAR • Conclusion
F/L A.R. ‘Sandy’ Sanderson • Pilot • 107 Squadron

In our August issue we followed Sandy from his enlistment, through training to his first encounter
with the enemy in the form of hit & run raiders in Bournemouth. He told us of flying Handley
Page Hampdens and Bristol Blenheims before being posted to 107 Squadron at Hartford Bridge
where he converted to A-20 Bostons, which he dearly loved to fly, and experienced the loss of
squadron mates killed in action.
He continues:
On February 3, 1944 we moved to Lasham. We were leaving our beloved Bostons behind to switch
over to de Havilland Mosquito fighter bombers. We flew Oxfords at first to keep busy, but on
February 20 I flew the Mark VI Mosquito for the first time.
I flew solo after my familiarization flight; I had no
problems with the aircraft swinging, thanks to my
experience on Hampdens. I flew my first
operation in a Mosquito [Mk VI ‘OM-A’ serial
LR312] on 16 Mar 44, a raid on a Noball (V-1)
site at Preuseville in France.
107 Squadron ORB reads, in part: Six Mosquito
aircraft of 107 Squadron led by W/Cdr
Pollard…five of the aircraft carried out an attack
on the primary target at 1710/14 from a height of
300 feet approximately. 20 x 500lb MC MkIV T.D.
11 secs being dropped. Cannon were also used.
Columns of smoke were seen in the target area
and it is believed that the aiming point was hit.
A considerable amount of flak greeted the aircraft
at the coast and at the target a fair amount was
seen. Not one of our aircraft sustained damage
from this cause.
V-1 launch site after a 107 Squadron raid; the launch
Aircraft ‘C’ piloted by Lt. Longueville abandoned
ramp is uppermost right.
IWM (C4719)
the operation on the outward journey after
damaging the airscrews by hitting the sea. A successful landing was made at Tangmere.

The next day I lost my best friend in a cruel twist of fate: F/L David Campbell was from Ireland
and had been trained in the States. We were at the bombing range, practicing dive-bombing and I
was learning by observing his technique, which usually involved the near stalling of the aircraft as
he put it into a steep dive for better accuracy. Partway down the dive the top section of his starboard
wing came off; his plane flipped over and went straight in; Campbell and his navigator, Kevin
Dodrill DFC, were both killed. It was St. Patrick’s Day.
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[David Mark Campbell is interred in the Clondevaddock (Christ the Redeemer) Church of Ireland
Churchyard. He was 31. Kevin Sean Dodrill is interred in the Woodston Cemetery, Old Fletton.]
Our fourth op, 22 April 44, was a ten-plane raid (5 pairs of Mosquitoes at five-minute intervals)
on the Engine Repair and Locomotive sheds at Mantes, France; we and S/L Brittain were the first
pair. We were supposed to be following him, but after we crossed the French coast he was all over
the sky; Ed Free, my navigator, told me that if we continued to follow him we would miss the
target completely. We broke off and continued to the target on our own. As we approached, the
enemy opened up with everything they had. Tracers and shells were bursting everywhere as we
nosed into our bombing dive; I opened up with machine guns and cannon while waving the nose
around and they stopped firing; we must have really scared them…or killed them.
We pulled out of the dive and found we still had one bomb under each wing, thanks to a hydraulic
failure. We had no choice but to return with them. Ed managed to pump down the flaps and landing
gear and I put it down as gently as I could and let it roll to a stop. We got out and left the bombs
for the ground crew to look after. Later, we learned from another crew that when they got to the
target there were already two holes blown through the main building roof…not bad: direct hits
from the only two bombs we were able to drop!
S/L Brittain did attack the target; and on the way back received a flak hit to one spinner; he
feathered the prop and made it back to base on one engine. Aircraft ‘G’ piloted by F/S Smith was
hit in the starboard wheel; the undercarriage collapsed on landing; the crew were unhurt.

107 Squadron Mosquito Fighter Bomber; the airmen are unidentified. D. Poissant collection
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On the night of 5/6 June 1944, seventeen 107 Squadron Mosquitos were given the duty of carrying
out offensive patrols of roads and railways in Northwestern France is support of Operation
Overlord (D-Day). Ed and I were the first to take off, leaving Lasham at 2333, in Mosquito VI
‘MO-P’ for our assigned patrol over Cherbourg, covering airborne landings. There was light flak
and we bombed roads and attacked individual vehicles with machine guns and cannon. On the way
back we came across the invasion fleet that seemed to fill the Channel; we had our IFF on
(Identification, Friend or Foe), so the ships would know not to shoot at us.
The next night, 6/7 June 1944 we were off to a place called Gruville, in Normandy, part of wideranging series of road patrols from 0015 to 0345 by sixteen 107 Squadron Mosquitos. The weather
was clear and the moon bright; roads were easily followed, but little movement was seen.

Mosquito FB VI night test firing. D. Poissant collection

The night of 7/8 June, we attacked the Marshalling Yards at Mezoudin; 107 Squadron ORB
recorded:
Twelve aircraft of 107 Squadron were detailed to attack the marshalling yards at
Mezoudin. Eleven aircraft carried out the attack between 0345 and 0425. There was
considerable haze over the target and reports as to the extent of the damage done are
somewhat conflicting.
Aircraft “B” piloted by F/O Long is missing from this operation. At 0320 he was heard
using VHF distress procedure and it appears likely he and his navigator abandoned
aircraft over the Channel.
All other aircraft returned safely to base.
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[Pilot F/O Denis Arthur Long was killed in action. He has no known grave and is remembered on
panel 20 of the Runnymede Memorial. Navigator F/S Bernard Charles Gee Robinson was killed
in action. He is interred in Marston (St Mary) Churchyard.]
We were going strong with road patrols, marshalling yards and general nuisance making. The
purpose being to keep the Germans’ heads down and prevent them from getting any sleep. With
all the bombing and strafing of aerodromes hopefully doing some good. Most of us did very few
day trips; it was mostly night flying on instruments.
We attacked a German Army de-training point at Le Mesnil Manger the night of 12/13 June. First
a/c airborne at 0105, last a/c landed at 0450:
107 Squadron despatched 12 aircraft in pairs at intervals of 20 minutes to carry out attacks
on an enemy detraining point.
One member of each pair dropped flares to light up the target for the other member, who
attacked with bombs and cannon. The procedure was then reversed.
Little opposition was met in the target area. Very little activity was seen at the detraining
point. All our aircraft returned safely to England, though a/c ‘G’ piloted by Capt. Brown
had to make an emergency landing at Manston due to a lack of brake pressure.
Ed and I were ‘coned’ by searchlights one night, which was a terrible experience. We could see
the searchlight beams ahead of us and did everything possible to avoid them; evasive course
changes and the like. Despite our best efforts, the cockpit was suddenly flooded with intense bright
light. You could have read a newspaper if you had the time! I used a few words of profanity while
using every maneuver I could, short of upside down, which would’ve done no good, and we
reached speeds of 300 miles an hour trying to escape this bloody bright light from I don’t know
how many searchlights. Finally, after what seemed an eternity, the light was gone; we must have
reached the limit of their range.
Whenever I used profanity, Ed would
remark “must you swear?” which usually
calmed me down; I only used it in
situations such as I just described or
when ‘navigating’ was difficult.
Many interesting things happened on
night ops; one night, around the time of
D-Day, I remember flying out of a cloud
with the light of the moon shining on the
fuselage silhouetting the aircraft against
the clouds. It was the most beautiful
Moonlit Mosquito D. Poissant collection
thing, and for a moment I forgot there
was a war on. I soon remembered where I was and ducked back into the cloud. An enemy fighter
would have had us ‘cold turkey’ if we had tarried. Still, it was a pleasant experience while it lasted.
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German night fighters staged around specific beacons before being directed onto targets; we
regularly attacked and destroyed them, but one beacon was left alive in France. Its call letter never
changed and why the Germans never turned it off, I don’t know, but on cloudless nights it could
be seen for miles and often helped us get to targets or back home.
I recall one night it was so dark we had to fly for better than three hours on instruments alone. I
regularly asked Ed “how are we doing?” He’d look over the panel and verify we were good, much
to my relief. On long instrument flights I’d get odd sensations of diving, turning, or something
else; doubting your instruments, is suicide. Somewhere along this time I should have been
screened, but we kept losing new aircrews.
Just before going on leave in late April ’44, we had two pilots join our squadron: Keith Hadley
(RCAF) and Frank McJennett (RNAF). I had put in six weeks so was entitled to six days leave; I
was off to London. Upon my return, both guys and their navigators were dead.
P/O McJennett, 23 years of age, and Navigator F/O Owen Newcater (RAFVR), 36, were not on
the battle order the night of 22/23 April 44, so were part of a night flying program when they
crashed 4½ miles west of the aerodrome. Both were killed instantly and are buried at Brookwood
Military Cemetery.
19 year old F/O Hadley and 27 year old Navigator F/O
George Crabtree (RAFVR) were part of a 25 April 44
attack on a Noball (V-1) target at Heudiere when their
Mosquito ‘OM-L’ failed to pull out of a dive; it crashed on
the target and burst into flames. Both men were interred in
the British Military Cemetery at St Riquier-des-Plains,
France, exhumed and reburied in the War Cemetery at
Grandcourt, France. Many years later I met Keith’s brother
in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.
The ‘Fog of War’ showed itself during take-off in twominute intervals for a night op. A fellow from 305
Squadron had swung during take-off and was given, I am
told, permission to taxi back up the runway; which is really
dumb. Neither Ed (who wouldn’t lie) nor I heard the tower
say anything about it. I powered up and took off down the
runway; fortunately, I had applied a little extra flap for
take-off and was able to scream over top of this fellow at
the last second. “We could have killed that poor bastard,”
I blasted the tower. Why they didn’t shoot off a warning
flare, I’ll never know.
While patrolling a German airfield one night, keeping them
down and away from the heavies, we heard one of the RAF
18

Armourers prepare a De Havilland Mosquito
FB Mark VI for night operations. Upper is
feeding ammunition belt into a Browning
machine gun. Lower aircraftman cleans one
of the cannon barrels. Note night ops exhaust
shroud on engine. IWM (CNA2088)

Pathfinder leaders, a master bomber, radioing the main bombers not to bomb the red or blue flares;
bomb the other ones. He then said he’d been hit and was going down; no hysteria, no commotion
or panic; just a matter of fact continuation of his transmission. I have no idea how they made out.
During one day trip, an American fighter misidentified and shot down one of our aircraft, killing
the crew. But we lost a lot of aircraft; some flew into hills; we weren’t supposed to be below 1,000
feet, especially at night. One guy from Saskatoon, F/O Wilburn Taylor (RCAF), and his navigator
F/O Aston Aiken (RAFVR), of Jamaica, were killed while attacking enemy communications in
Northern France in the early hours of 08 Aug 44; they hit an electric pole and burst into flames 20
miles SE of Montmirall, Marne, France. They are buried in Connantre Communal Cemetery in
France. Taylor was 23, Aiken 29.
We had many interesting experiences, particularly during the daytime, while screaming around the
European countryside. We never ‘put it through the gate’ but we did step up the speed coming out
at low level, which was often the case when alone. Without a wingman and his subsequent
protection, one wanted to get out of France, Belgium or Holland as soon as possible.
During one patrol we came upon a railway station at the bottom of a valley; there was no train or
activity; if there had been, I would’ve shot it up. The station had an extremely long platform and
a lone man appeared on it right in front of us; he started running and I instinctively put the nose
down and lined up the sight on the poor rascal. As I was about to shoot, I thought “what the hell,
what difference could this guy make…we don’t even know who’s side he’s on.” He kept on
running the entire length of this hugely long and low platform, instead jumping off. I didn’t shoot,
but must have scared him pretty good. Instead we flew off merrily on our way.
A fairly common occurrence during daytime patrols across German airfields was to catch the
enemy sunbathing on top of hangars; most often they’d jump off the hangar rather than see if they
were going to be shot at.
After an official total of 42
operations
in
Bostons
and
Mosquitos, we left Lasham. We were
screened 16 August 1944 and I was
told I would be heading home to
instruct. I was sent to ‘R’
(Repatriation) Depot Warringham up
near Manchester until 05 September,
when I boarded the Mauretania for
the trip to Canada.
Arriving at Rockcliffe (Ottawa), I
received a month’s leave then on to
#7 OTU Debert, Nova Scotia to
instruct. Instructing there was
interesting; we flew the bomber
version of the Mosquito and I had my

Restored Mosquito ‘F-Freddie’ bomber version (note Perspex nose)
owned by Bob Jens of Richmond, BC. Pictured are (left) Steve Hinton,
warbird test pilot and Richard de Boer, author. Photo courtesy Richard de Boer
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old flight commander from Brandon as one of my pupils. While stationed there I took an instructor
course at Trenton Central Flying School. I also wrote off a Ventura; we often deliberately taxied
through snowbanks when using a short runway, but this one was frozen hard and it broke the
undercarriage. The snowbank was cleared immediately afterward.
I was recommended for the Air Force Cross while at Debert, but it failed to come through; a bit
disappointing. One month I completed more night flying than all the other pilots combined; it was
much more fun to go to the bar or into Truro, so some never did do any night flying. I was
discharged 07 September 1945.
On 24 November 1950 I went back in; I flew DHC Chipmunks out of Regina in a special reserve.
The idea was that if things got going really strong in Korea, we would have trained personnel to
run airdromes. Two years later, 30 November 1952, I left again; this time for good.
While in the RCAF I flew 18 different aircraft types; I was qualified first pilot on 15 and actually
did only about 1,000 hours of flying time. My logbook shows a total of 75 hours and 25 minutes
of Link trainer time; that helped a lot with night flying and made a huge difference to my
confidence in instruments and ability to recover from difficult situations.
It was an interesting experience for all who survived. As far as I know, I am the only one left of
all the flying types from my graduating class who went overseas. With the passing of Don
Montgomery, my last surviving friend, I’m left holding the fort.
My navigator, Ed Free, passed away 10 April 2001; he was a year younger than me and lived in
England.

2014 - Richard ‘Sandy’ Sanderson at the public unveiling of Mosquito F-Freddie at Abbottsford, BC
(Still from the video ‘Gaining Altitude’ by Pan Productions)
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HAMPDEN BOMBER’S NEW LEASE ON LIFE
Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford • online 23rd September 2016

A rare example of a Handley Page Hampden being restored at the Royal Air Force Museum
Cosford is making huge steps towards completion of the fuselage section. As one of the Museum’s
longest running conservation projects, the aircraft is starting to take shape now thanks to one of
the museum’s skilled Aircraft Technicians who is building a large section of the aircraft from
scratch!
The museums Hampden, serial number P1344 is one of only three examples of the type remaining
and was recovered from a crash site in northern Russia in 1991 and acquired by the RAF Museum
the following year. Restoration on the badly damaged airframe has been a slow labour of love for
the team at Cosford, but since it was taken under the wings of full time Aircraft Technician Dave
Carr 18 months ago, the project has been propelled and the unmistakable Hampden silhouette can
now easily be recognised.

RAF Museum Cosford

With the project now stepped up a gear, visitors who viewed it during last year’s open week just
ten months ago will remember seeing the tailplane assembly, a predominantly new build
manufactured on site at Cosford. The Hampden’s salvaged fin and rudder parts were fully restored
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and with little else of the original tailplane remaining following the aircrafts crash landing, Dave
used pre-production drawings and built formers to create the components he needed including a
new elevator. Following the build, the rudders received a new covering of Irish linen and the
tailplane assembly was given a new coat of paint in its initial Bomber Command camouflage
colour scheme; the assembly was well received by aviation fans who visited during the open week
last November.
Eagle eyed visitors will have also noticed that work had just started on the forward fuselage and
the beginning of the frame work was starting to take shape. Since then Dave has focussed his
efforts on the forward fuselage and cockpit
section and in just twelve months the section is
now almost 75% complete and is estimated to be
fully manufactured by Spring 2017. Work on
this section began with creating formers and
building the entire framework from scratch.
Some components including instrument panels,
seat mounting and windscreen frames have also
been produced and fitted. Castings and a few
components from P1344 have been restored and
RAF Museum Cosford
fitted to the newly built forward fuselage and
Handley Page pre-production drawings from the 1930s
work is now underway skinning the section.
The entire new section has been assembled
using original Handley Page pre-production
drawings from the late 1930s and where
possible, measurements taken from the partial
wreckage remaining from the original aircraft.
As the build procedure for the Hampden is not
documented on any of the original drawings, the
build has required a lot of forward thinking to
ensure components were fitted in the correct
order, as not to cause complications further down
the line.

RAF Museum Cosford

Inside the Hampden forward fuselage.

RAF Museum Aircraft Technician, Dave
Carr said: “I have worked at the RAF Museum for over 18 years and this has by far been the
biggest project I have worked on from a scratch build point of view; usually we are conserving
and repairing aircraft. Because I don’t have a build procedure, I always have to work about five
steps forward to ensure the correct components are fitted before the aircraft is skinned i.e. anchor
nuts, brackets etc. It is being constructed as accurately as possible, although there will be some
subtle differences as I’ve had to manufacture with hand tools and limited machinery, rather than
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the original factory machinery which doesn’t exist anymore. It’s very rewarding and motivating
to see the aircraft coming together.”
The lower forward frame work is still to be complete as well as frame work for the nose section
followed by the installation of electrical and hydraulic components. An original Hampden seat
salvaged from a crashed Hampden in Patricia Bay, Vancouver will also be incorporated into the
new cockpit. Once complete, the next phase will see the new section programmed into the
museums paint shop where it will undergo a full re
spray to match the tailplane.
All effort on the aircraft is going into
manufacturing the fuselage section which is hoped
will be completed sometime in 2018.
Visitors to the museum will be able to view the
continuing progress on the Hampden during the
Conservation Centre Open Week from 14-19
November. By November it is hoped that the lower
longerons will have been manufactured and fitted
to the forward fuselage so visitors will see an
almost fully complete frame. Work is also
continuing on the rear fuselage repairing damage
caused during its crash landing. The Conservation
Centre will open between 10.15am and 1.00pm
each day and admission is £5.00 per person
(children under 16 are free and must be
accompanied by an adult).
RAF Museum Cosford

Inspecting the newly built forward fuselage.

The Museum’s other hangars will be open from
10am until 5pm and entry to the museums is free
of charge.

#14 OTU Handley Page Hampden (Illustration by Zbynek Valka)
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At the going down of the sun
And in the morning

