s

2nd TACTICAL AIR FORCE
MEDIUM BOMBERS ASSOCIATION
Incorporating
88, 98, 107, 180, 226, 305, 320, & 342 Squadrons
137 & 139 Wings, 2 Group RAF

MBA Canada Executive
Chairman/Newsletter Editor David Poissant
1980 Imperial Way, #402
Telephone: 905-331-3038
E-mail: david.poissant@sympatico.ca

Secretary/Treasurer

Susan MacKenzie
406 Devine Street, Sarnia, ON N7T 1V5
Telephone: 519-332-2765
E-mail: mackensu@gmail.com

Western Representative

Lynda Lougheed
PO Box 54 Spruce View, AB T0M 1V0
Telephone: 403-728-2333
E-mail: lougheedl@harewaves.net

Eastern Representative

Darrell Bing
75 Baroness Close, Hammond Plains, NS B4B 0B4
Telephone: 902-463-7419
E-mail: dbing@peakgroup.com

Chairman/Liason
Secretary/Archivist

MBA United Kingdom Executive
To Be Announced
Russell Legross
15 Holland Park Drive, Hedworth Estate, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear NE32 4LL
Telephone: 0191 4569840
E-mail: russ@legross.freeserve.co.uk

Treasurer

Frank Perriam
3a Farm Way, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 8RU
Telephone: 07587 366371
E-mail: fperriam@live.com

Registrar

John D. McDonald
35 Mansted Gardens, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 4ED
Telephone: 020 8590 2524
E-mail: john.mcdonald22@btopenworld.com

Newsletter Editor

To Be Announced

Secretary

MBA Executive - Australia
Tricia Williams
279A St. Kilda Street, Brighton 3186, Australia
Telephone: +61407311625
E-mail: elegantsol@yahoo.com.au

DISPERSALS is published February Ɣ May Ɣ August Ɣ November
On our cover & centrefold: B-25 Mitchell 40-2168 ‘Miss Hap’ of the American Air Power
Museum, Farmingdale, NY. The oldest surviving Mitchell, she was 4th off the NAA production
line in 1940 and served as personal transport for General ‘Hap’ Arnold during WWII.
©Airic


CHAIRMAN’SNOTES•MAY2015
Peter Jenner, our UK Dispersals editor, fell ill with a chest infection early this year and, after a
stay in hospital, has been transferred to a nursing home for further care. He currently does not
have access to internet/email so, if you care to send him best wishes, his postal address is:
Peter Jenner
Room 30
Bridge House Nursing Home
64 High Street
Twyford, Reading, Wokingham
RG10 9AQ UK
It does not appear that Peter will return to Dispersals editorial duty; 2TAF MBA UK executives
are considering alternatives and will advise further. We will certainly miss the untiring effort
Peter always put into researching and producing articles for Dispersals. I’m confident in
extending Peter warmest thoughts on behalf of us all.

I’m pleased to announce that Lynda Lougheed has accepted the posting as
Western Canadian Representative for the 2nd TAF MBA.
Lynda is currently adjusting to retirement from Canada Post where she
worked as a Postmaster and Trainer for 15 years. She and husband Jim live
in Spruceview, Alberta; they have 2 daughters and a son (all grown) and 5
grandchildren aged 4 to 9 years to ensure nothing gets boring.
Lynda is the daughter of Ernie ‘Earthquake’ McGowan, Pilot • 180
Squadron (D Feb, 2009), and has been an associate member since 2002. If you’ve been fortunate
enough to view the tribute book Lynda assembled on her Dad’s service, you know how talented
and dedicated a person she is. She has attended 2 Services of Remembrance at Pennfield Ridge,
NB; her first visit was in answer to a request that she place a wreath in honour of Ernie.
Welcome Lynda, we look forward to your continuing contributions to the 2nd Tactical Air Force
Medium Bombers Association.
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LASTPOST
GEORGE WILLAM BRANDWOOD • NAV/B • 180 SQUADRON
George Brandwood passed away peacefully on 22 Feb
2015, aged 92. Dearly loved husband of the late Helen;
loving father of Brenda, Pat and George; devoted
Granddad and Great Granddad.
03 Aug 44 saw in influx of 57 new aircrew to 180
Squadron from No 2 GSU Swanton Morley; Sgt George
Brandwood among them. George flew his first operation
the next day, with crewmates F/O F.R. Fogarty (Pilot), Sgt
W.G. Dawes (WAG) and Sgt N.J. Blunden (AG); their
target was described as Northern France (T.788466).

lͲr: F/L Richard Fogarty, F/S George Brandwood,
F/SN.Blunden,F/SGeorgeDawes,F/SParkinson
(SpareAG)

George will be sadly missed by all his family and friends.
Funeral service was held Tuesday March 10th at St.
Catherine’s Church, Heald Green. Interment followed at
Mill Lane Cemetery.

EDWARD ‘TED’ GILL • AG • 226/180 SQUADRONS
Ted Gill passed away peacefully in his sleep 30 November 2014 after contracting
pneumonia during a several weeks hospital stay.
He was born in Reading and raised in Gillingham, Dorset where his family ran the
Gillingham Egg & Produce Company. When WWII broke out Ted joined the RAF at
Uxbridge. He did his square-bashing at Felixstowe and became a Flight Rigger at St
Athan in South Wales. He was posted to the Aeroplane and Armament Experimental
Establishment at Boscombe Down, where he re-mustered, passing out as a Sgt Air
Gunner. He was then posted to 226 Squadron, Swanton Morley in Norfolk in 1942,
flying on Blenheims, Bostons and Mitchells during his first tour.
While at Swanton Morley Ted was posted to 102 Squadron, Topcliffe in Yorkshire, where he participated
in a 1,000 bomber raid on Bremen in a Halifax 25 Jun 42. He then returned to Swanton Morley and
completed his tour. Ted went on rest as a Gunnery Leader to No. 13 Operational Training Unit (OUT) at
Finmere, Buckinghamshire, then joined 180 Squadron on Mitchells for his 2nd tour, serving at Melsbroek,
Belgium and Achmer, Germany until the war’s end. Ted was crewed with W/C T.A. Cox (Pilot), F/O M.
Scott (Nav/B) and F/L R.S. Needham (WAG). He was demobbed in ’46 with the rank of flight
Lieutenant.
Ted became a successful businessman in Norfolk, with his wife Doreen whom he had met while at
Swanton Morley, running a milk business and a coal & haulage business. On his retirement, Ted and
Doreen made frequent visits Australia to visit his sister in Adelaide and their daughter and grandson in
Sydney.
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In June 2012 Ted attended the dedication of the Bomber Command Memorial in Green Park London, an
event to which he was determined to go! He enjoyed attending the yearly 2nd Tactical Air Force Medium
Bombers Association reunions in Bedford.
He will be greatly missed by his family and friends, not the least for his joviality and sense of fun; he
loved to tell stories and jokes!

NORBERT MacCARÉ VK, OHK • AG • 320 SQUADRON
With great sadness the family of Norbert MacCaré announce that he passed away
peacefully in Harrogate on Sunday, 8 Feb 2015, following a short illness.
Norbert served in 320 (Dutch) Squadron Mitchells with crew mates J. Radius (Pilot),
J. Wittermans (Nav/B) and R.O. Jansen (Wireless Op/AG).
He is survived and missed by Mrs. Moira MacCaré, Humphrey & Brenda MacCaré,
Stephen & Patricia MacCaré and Christopher & Claire MacCaré. A funeral service
took place on 26 Feb 2015 at Bar Methodist Church, Skipton Road Harrogate.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

Please help me identify more of the men in this 98 Sqn photo (Dec ‘44). So far, we have identified: Top
row, 4th from left: Ralph Davison; 8th from left: George Van Iderstine. 2nd row, 4th from left: David
Pudney; 7th: Pierre Hutereau; 9th: Junior Gravelle. Front row, 2nd from left: John Yarwood; 3rd: Joe
Grudzien; 4th: Lloyd Groombridge.
Thanks for your help, Dave Poissant

5

PILOTTRAININGFROMDAYONE
Peter Jenner
Editor’s note: I mentioned to Peter how much I enjoyed his August article on ‘Early Aces’; and especially the angle
of the story. He answered:

The angle on the Aces came from my father’s experience in WW1; he joined the RAF in its very
early days in 1918 to train as a pilot. He was trained to be an officer, army style, and a
gentleman; at the end of the war he was a 2nd Lt, but had not seen an aircraft.
At some stage (probably when I did the BCATP items) I became interested in the various ways
of being trained as a pilot. Early in WW1 many paid for flying tuition before joining, then came
the officer-first system. In WW2 RAF, training to fly came first and rank came in an arbitrary
sort of way later, and in a crew seemed to have little meaning; it was not unusual to have a Sgt
pilot as skipper to commissioned crew members. The RCAF appeared to commission more
easily.
When I finished with the University Air Squadron I had an interview to see if I was officer
material which is different again. The irony was that I had volunteered for FAA pilot training at
17, had a very thorough long weekend of assessment both physical and mental to be accepted;
this gave me reserve status at University
until old enough, and guaranteed a
commission when trained. I believe all
naval pilots were officers.
My training was based on being trained
as a seaman: we had to know knots and
pull a whaler round Portsmouth harbour,
etc in a make or break boot camp
situation; then came the trip to Canada
and fun with aeroplanes, or if you were
in the top 25% and over 5ft.7ins, to the
USA. The Australians got their wings at
home and then went to the defence of
the north or to Europe; the latter route
PeterwithCanadian 2TAFMBAveteransin2006lͲr:Back row:Ken
took ages via Canada or the US and odd Wright (PͲ180), Sam Shapton (PͲ180), George Kozoriz (AGͲ226),
jobs in the UK; they then went back to RussellHunter(OͲ226),BobFowler(PͲ226),HankHastings(OͲ98),
remember how to fly on Tiger Moths GeorgeGould(OͲ98).Front:PeterJenner,BillMcWhirter(AGͲ180),
EdBass(OͲ226),AlThomas(AGͲ226),KenHarrison(WAGͲ98),Fred
before operational training. Add to that
Bing(WAGͲ98).D.Poissantphoto
the RCAF’s ‘instant dating’ crewmaking and it is amazing that it worked so well. Which made me look at how the WW1 Aces
came to be pilots. Glad you liked it.
Cheers, Peter

COMPLETINGSNEEZY’SSTORY
David Poissant

The ‘Sneezy of the Century’ article in the February ’15 Dispersals issue left a few blanks in
Sneezy’s history where she ‘disappeared’ from the Squadron Operations Records Books. I have
since received a copy of the Aircraft Movement Card for Sneezy (serial FW218) from the RAF
Museum; they reveal where she was during those times.
After just four operations, Sneezy, as ‘VO-O’, spent most of May, June and July of 1944 having
damage repaired at 416 Repair & Salvage Unit (RSU). She returned 30 Jul 44 as ‘VO-H’ in an
attack on a POL (Petrol, Oil, Lubrication) dump at Chateau de Tertu, crewed by F/L Joe
Knowlton, F/O Lionel ‘Hank’ Hastings, W/O Perry Purvis and P/O Earl ‘Eppy’ Eppstadt. After
47 operations she spent another 6 weeks under repair, during November and December, with 416
R&SU. It seems Sneezy didn’t mind getting into a bit of trouble!
On 01 Jan 45 she again returned to the roster, this time as ‘VO-F’ attacking a Road Centre at
Dasburg with S/L H.R. Leven, Sgt G.B. Grice, F/L M.J. Nolan, W/O F. Brooker and F/S H.A.
Roby as crew. This was the op during which the Luftwaffe launched their New Year’s Day
‘Bodenplatte’ raid on 8 RAF airfields; thanks to the damage wrought on Melsbroek, Sneezy and
friends landed at Epinoy, returning home to B.58 Melsbroek a few hours later.
In speaking with Reg Day, former 98 Squadron Aero Engine Mechanic, I learned that when an
aircraft suffered damage and was sent ‘off line’ for repairs, it’s squadron ID was given to its
replacement aircraft as, depending on the extent of damage, it might be written off for salvage
and not returned. When an aircraft was subsequently repaired and returned, it was assigned
another available ID; hence Sneezy’s three Squadron markings: VO-O, VO-H, & VO-F.
She completed the war as VO-F, with a total of 113 operational sorties. After the war’s end, she
was in for repairs once more; at 151 Repair Unit (Wevelgem, Belgium) 15 Jun 45; then ferried to
49 Maintenance Unit at Gatwick on 28 Jun 45, on to RAF Kirkbride 17 Jul 45 for storage where,
on 05 Jun 47, Sneezy was ‘Struck off
Charge.’ No further disposition is
recorded on her RAF ‘Aircraft
Movement Card.’
Reg also informed me that in the
February Dispersals cover photo, he
is the man sitting on Sneezy’s port
propeller hub; and that the photo was
taken on VE Day on Sneezy’s
dispersal point, RAF Aerodrome
B.110 Achmer, Germany. I sent Reg
a complete Operations Record for
Sneezy and for Grumpy, along with
their respective stories for use in his
Memorial Museum at Dunsfold.
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DOUGLASAͲ20RECOVEREDFROMLABRADORBOG
From ‘Second World War Aviation Archeology in Newfoundland & Labrador’ by Michael Deal (CAHS Journal)
and GossHawk Unlimited Inc. • www.gosshawkunlimited.com

Douglas Model A-20 serial no 39-741 entered production as a Havoc but was modified during its
build to an XF-3 photo recon aircraft; it was delivered in 1942 to the US Navy as a model BD-1
BuNo 4251.
On 20 Oct 42, while on a
mission off the coast of
Labrador, Canada, the A-20
ran out of fuel and crash
landed; the crew was rescued 3
days later. Until 2008, she sat
undisturbed in a remote area
accessible only by helicopter
off the Little Mecatina River,
76 miles southwest of Goose
Bay.
In 2008 Memorial University
of
Newfoundland
archeologists
and
a
CrashsiteontheLittleMecatinaRiver.LisaM.Dalyphoto
representative of the North
Atlantic Aviation Museum (Gander, NL) took part in the recovery of the downed A-20. The
archeological survey of the site was sponsored by Underwater Admiralty Sciences (Kirkland,
WA) after the US Department of the Air waived ownership and permission was received from
the provincial government of Newfoundland & Labrador to recover the aircraft. The plan was to
disassemble and ship it to the United States for restoration and eventual museum display.

Left:DouglasAͲ20sittinginthewaterloggedLabradorBog.GossHawkphoto
Right:Fuselagesectiononlargeliftbags,readyforairlift.LisaM.Dalyphoto
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Helicopter support was provided by Canadian Forces 444 Combat
Squadron, 5 Wing Goose Bay. The wreck was situated in a bog,
between the tree line and the river; heavy rains from two
hurricanes had left the bog highly saturated. The Havoc was
airlifted in sections by helicopter to Goose Bay where
disassembly began with the tail section, then proceeded to the
wings and engines. Large lift bags were used to lift each section
from the bog and surface materials around the wreck and debris
field were recorded. Significant artefacts from the debris field
included the cockpit escape hatch and window frame sections, the
bomb release frame and lever, and part of the reconnaissance
camera. The camera is now on loan to The North Atlantic
Aviation Museum.
The debris field shows that the aircraft may have hit tail first,
tearing away parts of the lower fuselage skin. A concentration of
artefacts from the cockpit area indicates the nose hit hard and was
torn away, leaving much of it embedded in the bog. Due to its
remote location the wreck has remained relatively intact, although
the propeller had been removed from the starboard engine. There
is evidence of a fire in the cockpit, which may have been set by
military personnel.

Lifting a wing section and a pallet of
parts.GossHawkphoto

After disassembly, the Havoc sections were loaded onto trucks in Goose Bay for transport to
GossHawk Unlimited in Casa Grande, AZ. There it was unloaded on 10 October 2012, 70 years
to the day that the plane crashed.
The aircraft is currently sitting at GossHawk Unlimited awaiting a new owner who would like
the A-20 to be restored.

Right:BobMester(left),DaveGoss,MarkAllenwelcome39Ͳ741toGossHawkUnlimited.
Left:ShewaitsinwellͲkeptstorageforanewowner.BothphotosbyGossHawk.
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DOOLITTLERAIDERSCONGRESSIONALGOLDMEDAL
The Associated Press via RCAF Association News

CINCINNATI – The last two “Doolittle Tokyo Raiders” presented the group’s Congressional
Gold Medal for permanent display at a the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force on Saturday,
73 years to the day after their daring bombing attack on Japan rallied Americans in World War
II.
Retired Lt. Col. Richard “Dick” Cole, age 99, gave the medal to the museum’s director in a
ceremony at the museum near Dayton attended by military and political officials and relatives of
the original 80 Raiders. The medal, awarded by Congress earlier in the week, arrived in a
ceremonial B-25 flight.
“We
proudly
hand
over
our
Congressional Gold Medal to (museum
director retired Lt. Gen.) Jack Hudson,
who we trust will respectfully guard it
and have it securely displayed … for the
world to see and appreciate,” Cole said.
Cole, a Dayton native, was mission leader
James “Jimmy” Doolittle’s co-pilot for
the B-25 bombers’ attack that stunned
Japan and lifted American spirits less
than five months after the attack on Pearl
Harbor.
Retired Staff Sgt. David Thatcher, 93,
came from Missoula, Montana, for the
event, and said the medal was for all 80.
Cole came from Comfort, Texas.

The two remaining members of the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders, Staff
SgtDavidThatcher,left,andLt.Col.Richard‘Dick’Coleafterthey
presented the Raiders’ Congressional Gold Medal to the National
MuseumoftheUnitedStatesAirForce.APphoto/GaryLanders

Cole recalled wryly Saturday that on the evening of April 18, 1942, Thatcher was on beach in
China helping save his crew after a crash-landing, “And I was hanging in my parachute in a
tree.”
Cole flew with Doolittle in plane No. 1 of the 16 launched from an aircraft carrier. Thatcher was
engineer-gunner aboard the 7th plane, nicknamed “The Ruptured Duck,” whose crew’s crashlanding and evasion of Japanese troops in China was depicted in the movie “Thirty Seconds
Over Tokyo.”
Thatcher, who was played by Robert Walker in the movie while Spencer Tracy portrayed
Doolittle, chuckled as he recounted how the Raiders had given little thought at the time of the
raid about earning a place in history. In the years afterward, though, he said, they realized: “It
was an important event in World War II.”
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Three Raiders have died since their 70th anniversary reunion at the museum in Ohio, two of
them this year.
The latest to fall was Lt. Col. Robert Hite, who died March 29 at age 95 at a Nashville,
Tennessee, nursing facility. Hite was also the last of the eight Raiders who were captured by
Japanese soldiers. Three were executed and a
fourth died in captivity. Three other Raiders
were killed soon after the bombing run, as
most crash-landed or had to bail out.
Thatcher joined Cole and Lt. Col. Edward
Saylor at the museum less than two years ago
for a public “Final Toast” in which they
lifted specially engraved silver goblets for
the traditional toast of their reunions to those
who have gone. He and Cole planned to do
so again this weekend at a private gathering,
now saluting Hite and Saylor, who died in
January at 94.

BͲ25thatdeliveredtheDoolittleRaidersCongressionalMedalof
Honortothe2remainingRaidersatWrightPattersonAFB

Their medal will join the museum’s diorama about their raid. Hudson has pledged their
inspirational story “will live on.”

DoolittleRaiders’BͲ25MitchellsonthedeckofUSSHornet.D.Poissantcollection
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Lt.Col.ROBERTHITE•DOOLITTLERAIDER
Lucas L Johnson II • Associated Press via Military Times

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Lt. Col. Robert Hite, one of the famed World War II "Doolittle Tokyo
Raiders," has died. He was 95.
Wallace Hite told The Associated Press that his father died Sunday morning, March 29, at a
nursing facility in Nashville. He was battling Alzheimer's disease.
"Today he decided to go home and be with his wife," Wallace Hite said.
Hite was among 80 men aboard 16 B-25 bombers whose mission was to strike Japan in April
1942. While the attack inflicted only scattered damage, it was credited with boosting American
morale while shaking Japan's confidence and prompting strategy shifts less than five months
after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Eight Raiders were captured and three were executed; one more died in captivity and three others
were killed after crash-landing or ditching at sea. Hite was among the Japanese captives and was
imprisoned for 40 months.

RobertHitecapturedbyJapanesein1942•Salutingcomradesin2013

He was liberated by American troops in 1945. In 1951, he returned to active duty during the
Korean War and served overseas before relief from active duty in 1955.
Wallace Hite said his father would want to be remembered for his patriotism, and for others to
share the same sentiment. "I think he would want two things: that's the attitude we ought to have
about our country; and the second is, he was just doing his job," he said.
Hite's passing leaves two other surviving Raiders: retired Lt. Col. Richard "Dick" Cole and Staff
Sgt. David Thatcher.
The Raiders will be honored with the Congressional Gold Medal on April 15 in Washington,
then present it on April 18 — the 73rd anniversary of the raid — to the National Museum of the
U.S. Air Force.
The gold medal will go on display at the museum near Dayton, joining an exhibit depicting the
launch from an aircraft carrier of the Raiders' 1942 attack.
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TheFirstBǦ25MitchellExecutiveTransports
J.P. Santiago • Tails Through Time

Until the arrival of the Grumman Gulfstream I in 1958, the Lockheed Jetstar in 1960 and the
Hawker Siddeley HS.125 in 1962, there weren't any aircraft that were designed specifically as
business transports. From the end of the Second World War until the 1960s, most companies had
the option of buying up surplus Douglas DC-3 or C-47 aircraft, getting a small piston-engined
aircraft from the likes of Cessna, Beech, or Piper, or a refitted surplus bomber; this latter option
was clearly the high end as ex-bomber aircraft usually had a speed and range advantage over
both the DC-3 and smaller piston aircraft. These executive conversions were the cream of the
crop of business aviation in those days, the 1950s and 1950s counterpart to today's Gulfstreams
and Global Express bizjets. A whole new industry developed in the postwar era to cater to this
high-end market.
One of the more common executive conversions in those days used the North American B-25
Mitchell as the base aircraft; they were inexpensive to acquire, readily amenable to modification,
and had a reputation as good-handling aircraft (which was why there were so few B-26 executive
conversions after the Second World War). But years before that 1950s market boom, North
American Aviation itself pioneered the concept of using the B-25 as an executive transport.

GeneralDwightD.Eisenhower’spersonaltransportduringitslaterservice.

The very first B-25 Mitchell to be converted just so happened to be the very first B-25 Mitchell
with the serial number 40-2165…the prototype production B-25 that made its maiden flight in
1940. It had been modified in several ways as the flight test program proceeded and by 1942 it
was deemed to have cost too much to have had it modified to the standard that was being
delivered to the USAAF, so it sat in a corner of the North American Aviation's facility at Mines
Field (today's LAX). At this point in the B-25 program, North American had two plants running
at full capacity turning out Mitchells: the Fairfax plant in Kansas City, Kansas, and one at
Hensley Field in Dallas (which later became NAS Dallas). In addition, North American
executives and engineers were regularly moving amongst suppliers nationwide as well as
Washington and Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio, where USAAF's technical division was located.
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During the war, airline service wasn't dependable as most of the air capacity was used by the
military to support the war effort and travel by train was too slow. Dutch Kindelberger, president
of North American Aviation, ordered the stored prototype to be converted into an executive
transport. Seven passengers seats were installed, two ahead of the bomb bay and five in the aft
fuselage. The bomb bay became a baggage compartment and bunks were installed above it. Four
windows were installed in the aft fuselage for the passenger cabin and the glass nose was made
solid with a smooth aluminum skin. Carpeting, upholstery and extensive soundproofing were
also added as well as a small bar, something not highlighted or admitted to by North American,
which got the aircraft the nickname "Whiskey Express". Used extensively by NAA brass until
January 1945, it had to be scrapped after a runway overrun at Mines Field.
The second B-25 modified by North American belonged to USAAF General Henry "Hap"
Arnold; while visiting the Inglewood facility, Arnold saw the Whiskey Express and, as Chief of
Staff, decided he needed one. This was 1943 and production was rapidly accelerating in the B-25
program, so it was easy to divert a B-25 [40-2168] to be fitted out by North American to a
similar standard as Whiskey Express. After the war, General Arnold's personal transport was
purchased by Howard Hughes who used it for another twenty years before it was retired. [It flies
today with The American Air Power Museum in Farmingdale, NY. See cover and centrefold].
That same year, a B-25J was taken off the production line in Kansas City and flown to
Inglewood on a "secret" mission. Tail number 43-4030 was to become the personal transport for
General Dwight Eisenhower. Unlike Arnold's B-25 which had olive drab upholstery, Ike's
Mitchell had a more stylish blue interior. Clamshell doors were fitted to the nose for easy access
to the extra communications and navigation equipment; more floor space in the aft fuselage was
created by moving the gunner's aft hatch further back, giving the rear cabin more seating and a
drop leaf table. Overhead luggage racks were fitted and extra fuel tanks were added to the bomb
bay. As the war in Europe progressed, Eisenhower moved up to larger aircraft as the Supreme
Allied Commander and his Mitchel was passed on for lower ranking generals; it was used by the
USAF postwar and various owners; it now resides at the South Dakota Air and Space Museum.
In 1944, General Arnold traded up to a newer Mitchell transport. Maybe it was knowing Ike had
a nicer one than him, but tail number 44-28945 was taken from the production line and fitted out
identically to the Eisenhower aircraft. Arnold used it until 1946, but it remained in USAF use for
a number of years flying colonels around well into the 1960s.
When the Whiskey Express got scrapped, the North American brass decided a replacement was
needed. A B-25J was pulled from the production line and fitted out to nearly the same as
Eisenhower's aircraft and Arnold's second aircraft. Knowing the war was soon over, North
American decided to go the extra mile, thinking there might be a postwar market for the
company in such conversions. Extra navigational equipment and a cabin heater were added; it
entered service in March 1945. On 27 February 1946, during a test flight over the Pacific out of
Mines Field, the crew radioed a mayday that a wing was on fire before the aircraft tragically
exploded.
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North American decided against the conversion market after that tragic loss; but in 1950, with
the rise of aftermarket companies doing the same thing NAA had done during WWII, they
decided to take a second shot at the executive transport. A surplus B-25J was used and a new, 14
inches wider, nose was added allowing four passenger seats between the bomb bay and flight
deck in addition to the aft fuselage cabin. The bomb bay was permanently closed; replaced with
a baggage door with electric lift. Because of the wider nose, a new windshield was needed and
one from the Convair 240 worked perfectly. To reduce noise, a circular exhaust collector was
used on the engines in place of separate exhaust stacks. Nicknamed the "Bulbous Nose B-25", it
had the tail number N5126N. Flight testing began, but ended tragically on 25 March 1950 when
N5126N broke up in a thunderstorm over Arizona, killing seven North American flight crew and
engineers. With that loss, North American abandoned the executive transport project.

N5126N, North American Aviation’s final attempt at executive aircraft.

Through the 1950s the USAF still had many B-25s on strength flying as transports; they
contracted the Hayes Aircraft Company in Birmingham, Alabama and the Tucson, Arizona,
branch of Hughes Tool Company to carry out conversion work on them. While not as extensive
as the Bulbous Nose B-25 aircraft, they definitely drew from North American's work. Many of
these converted B-25s became trainer aircraft with the military through the 1960s with the USAF
and the Royal Canadian Air Force.
Source/Photos: Deadly Duo: The B-25 and B-26 in World War II by Charles A. Mendenhall.


17


AIRMAN’SRINGRETURNEDAFTER70YEARS
Nick Squires • The Telegraph • 09 Mar 2015

More than 70 years after he went missing in action during an RAF special operations mission,
the mystery surrounding the fate of a British airman has finally been solved.
Flight Sgt John Thompson was one of seven crew on board a Halifax bomber that was dropping
supplies to resistance fighters in Albania when the aircraft clipped a mountain ridge and crashed
on Oct 29, 1944.
The mission was shrouded in secrecy and for decades his family struggled to find out whether he
was alive or dead. Their attempts to find out exactly what happened to him were hampered
further when Albania fell under Communist rule, becoming one of Europe’s most paranoid and
secretive states.
But on Monday March 2nd, a wedding ring
that the 23-year-old airman was wearing at
the time of the crash was returned to his
family, bringing closure to a tragedy that
had dragged on for seven decades.
The ring was presented to one of his
surviving relatives, his 92-year-old sister,
Dorothy Webster, along with a fuel gauge
from the bomber and a rock from the
mountain into which it crashed. The inside
of the gold ring is inscribed with the names
John and Joyce – Flt Sgt Thompson had Dorothy Webster holds the ring of her dead brother, 23Ͳyear
oldRAFPilotF/SJohnThompson.PhotoAFP
married a Londoner called Joyce Mozley in
June 1944, before being sent off on active service. She remarried after the war but died in 1995.
His Halifax, part of 148 Squadron [based in Malta], crashed about 25 miles north of Tirana, the
Albanian capital, while delivering weapons and other supplies to partisans fighting the Nazis.
In 1960 a local man, Jaho Cala, found the ring while out collecting wood in the mountains.
Nervous about informing the Communist authorities of the Hoxha regime, he took it home and
kept it hidden for decades. He later revealed its existence to his son, Xhemil Cala, instructing
him to try to find out who it belonged to.
His son, who became a police officer, wore the ring for years and made several attempts to find
out who it belonged to, but without success. Two years ago he contacted the British and
American embassies in Tirana, guessing that it may have belonged to an Allied airman flying
missions over Albania.
In October, a team of British and US officials located the remains of the aircraft on the sides of a
6,000ft high mountain. The British embassy were eventually able to confirm that the ring
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belonged to Sgt Thompson, who came from Darley Dale in Derbs. The embassy contacted his
family and the relatives of the six other RAF crew members.
“Seventy years we've waited. We can't
believe that we're here today celebrating
this after all this time," Mrs Webster,
who was a year younger than her
brother, told The Associated Press. “My
father would have been thrilled to pieces
with it all." She said she was
“overwhelmed” to receive the ring and
other items and that she still remembered
her brother “very well, as if it were
yesterday.” She was accompanied by
four of his nephews and other family
members at a ceremony at the Albanian defence ministry in Tirana.
"Your brother helped to liberate my country. He will never be forgotten," Mimi Kodheli, the
defence minister, told her.
"All these years it has been a story of loss," said one of her sons, Alan Webster. "We now know
almost everything that happened. It's a sense of closure. We know where John is. He's over there
in the mountain." His brother, Brian Webster, said: "Our grandfather and grandmother never
locked the house in Matlock – (they were) waiting for their missing son."
Another relative, Philip Thompson, said the family had
struggled to obtain information from the War Office about Sgt
Thompson’s fate "because he was part of a secret operation in
Albania. For a long time the family believed that he had
crashed in Poland.
Presenting the ring, Xhemil Cala said he was relieved to have
fulfilled his father's wish that it be returned to the airman’s
family. "I will go to his grave and say rest in peace for your
dying wish has been fulfilled," he said.
Arthur Gilbert, 91, a childhood friend of the RAF flight
engineer, told the Matlock Mercury last year: “He was a
cheery little lad and he came from a big family. It was very
sad to hear that he had never returned from the war.”
Editor’snote:FlightSergeantJohnThompson(942357)Royal
Air Force 148 Squadron has no known grave; he is listed on
panel3column2oftheMaltaMemorialinMalta.
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FͲ35JETFIGHTERREQUIRESCOSTLYHELMET
Stephen Hutcheon • The Sydney Morning Herald • 25 Feb 2015

It's arguably the most expensive and technically complex piece of headgear ever produced and
before any Royal Australian Air Force pilot steps into the cockpit of the new F-35 Joint Strike
Fighter (JSF) jet, they will need to be fitted with a custom-made $770,000 flight helmet.
With the Australian government committed to purchasing 72 of the controversial fighters at a
cost of $12.4 billion, the bill for these smart helmets alone could exceed $55 million.

And that's if there is only one pilot per aircraft, although typically an air force will train more
pilots than there are jets in a fleet.
Packed with electronics and sensors, the 2.25kg carbon fibre-shelled Helmet Mounted Display
System (HMDS) pumps observational data into the helmet, turning the visor into a display
screen that sits millimetres from the pilot's face.
The effect is not unlike the heads up display seen on the visor of the fictional Tony Stark
character in the Iron Man movies.
The buzzword is "situational awareness". Pilots can visualise a 360-degree view to ascertain a
multitude of threats and options. And virtual reality technology bestows a type of X-ray vision,
enabling pilots to "look through" the floor of the cockpit as if the aircraft frame were transparent.
"The pilot sees a beautiful God's eye view of what's going on," US Air Force General Mike
Hostage told the Breaking Defense website.
"It's a stunning amount of information."
It takes a four-hour sitting, spread over two days, to custom fit a helmet. The optics package on
the display visor must be lined up to within two millimeters of the exact centre of each of the
pilots' pupils. The fighter jet won't operate if the headgear is malfunctioning and unless the pilot
is wearing their bespoke helmet. And there are no spares. Each pilot is only issued with the one.
The helmets receive data from six electro-optical Distributed Aperture System (DAS) sensors
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which are located on the body of the plane. These sensors, cylindrical objects embedded with
multiple lenses, are about the size of a garden light.
"We can't talk in detail about what's in there, but what's in there is incredibly sophisticated," said
Mr Sonny Foster, the director of Asia Pacific sales for Rockwell Collins Australia.
Some 40 per cent of the 1080 DAS sensors that will be
manufactured in the next 12 months will be produced in the
Sydney suburb of Lane Cove by the local subsidiary of the US
aerospace and defence contractor.
Mr Foster admitted that there was no Australian intellectual
property in the sensors and that they could have been built
anywhere in the world. But he said the subsidiary had to
"compete against other countries and other part of the
business" to win the right to base the operations in Sydney.
While local company representatives refused to put a price tag
on the helmet, the highly respected Ars Technica
website reported that the third generation model of the HMDS
currently costs $US600,000 apiece - not including "software
integration with the aircraft's systems".
The company added that it hoped the price would drop as
production ramped up. A spokesperson for the Department of
Defence, declined to verify the price tag, saying the matter was
commercial in confidence.
Northrop Grumman's John "Bama" Montgomery, a former
fighter and drone pilot, explains why humans are still needed
to fly combat missions.
Produced by Lockheed Martin, the JSF jets will replace
Australia's fleet of F/A-18 Hornets, set to be retired from 2022.
The first of the RAAF's 72 F-35s are due to arrive in Australia
in 2018 and become operational by 2020-21. Squadron Leader
Andrew Jackson, the first Australian F-35 pilot, began his
training at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida in January.
The JSF program has been plagued by technical problems and
massive cost blowouts, making it the most expensive military
project in American history.
Government backbencher Dennis Jensen last year branded his
government's commitment to the JSF as a "great national
scandal" and "worse than a disgrace".
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OperationJERICHO
MosquitoAttackonAmiensPrison•18thFeb1944
People’s Mosquito

This February marked the 70th anniversary of Operation JERICHO, a daring low-level raid
involving 19 Mosquitos of No. 140 Wing of the RAF 2nd Tactical Air Force, to free members of
the French resistance and Allied intelligence
officers being held in Amiens prison in
northern France.
Background
In 1943 many members of the French
resistance movement in the Amiens area had
been caught by the Germans and imprisoned in
Amiens prison. Some had been betrayed by
collaborators, and the entire movement in the
area was at risk. By December 1943, 12
members of the resistance had been executed at
the prison, and it was learned that more than
100 other members were to be shot on 19th
Feb 1944. Dominique Penchard, a resistance
activist, began sending information about the
prison to London, including accurate details of
the layout, defences, and duty rosters.

Amiensprisonduringtheattack;pictakenbyaccompanying
PRUMosquito.

When two Allied intelligence officers – with
possible knowledge of the D-Day invasion plans – were also captured and sent to Amiens prison,
a precision air attack on the prison was requested, and the mission was allocated to the 2nd
Tactical Air Force. The prison was located alongside a long straight road and surrounded by high
walls. The guards ate in a block adjacent to the main building, making lunchtime the best time to
eliminate the maximum number of guards. The balance of munitions used had to be carefully
planned so that when hitting the main prison walls, they were breached and the doors sprung
open without the building being destroyed. As well as destroying the guards’ mess hall, breaches
had to be made in the prison’s outer walls to allow the inmates to escape. There were around 700
inmates in the prison and loss of life was inevitable during an air raid, but it was thought that
many had already been condemned to death and it would give a chance for some at least to
escape.
The Attack Force
No. 140 Wing of the RAF Second Tactical Air Force, based at RAF Hunsdon in Hertfordshire,
was selected to carry out the raid using Mosquito FB Mk VIs. The Wing comprised 18
Mosquitos – 6 from No. 464 Squadron RAAF, 6 from No. 487 Squadron RNZAF, and 6
22


from No. 21 Squadron RAF, plus one aircraft of the Photographic Reconnaissance Unit (PRU),
and was led by 28 year old G/C Percy Charles Pickard – well known to the public at the time as
the pilot of Wellington “‘F’
for Freddie” in the RAF film
“Target for Tonight”. Pickard
was an experienced pilot and
leader but was inexperienced
in low level attacks and
underwent
10
hours’
conversion
training
at
Hatfield prior to the raid.
The Mosquitos of 487
Squadron were assigned the
task of bombing the prison MosquitoFBMkVIsofNo.487SquadronRNZAFbasedatHunsdon,Herefordshire,
flying in tightstarboard echelon formation with 500ͲlbMC bombs onunderwing
guards’ mess hall and
carriers.
breaching the outer prison
wall in two places, while 464 Squadron’s aircraft were tasked with bombing the prison’s main
walls if no prisoners were seen escaping. No. 21 Squadron was assigned with the grim
alternative of bombing the prison and all in it, as requested by those prisoners aware of the
proposed mission, should the initial bombing runs fail. The overall raid was to be led by Air
Vice-Marshal Basil Embry, and was ready to go from 10th February. Close support was to be
provided by Hawker Typhoons from No. 198 Squadron RAF and No. 174 Squadron RAF.
The Raid
Although AVM Basil Embry was intended to command the attack, he was scrubbed as he was
involved in the planning of the invasion of Europe. Pickard therefore took his place, despite his
limited experience of low-level attack. The mission was delayed by very poor weather, which
worsened after 10th February, with low cloud and snow across Europe. By 18th February it was
not possible to wait any longer for the weather to improve, and the 18 Mosquitos, plus a PR
(photo-reconnaissance) Mosquito, were readied. The crews were briefed at 08:00 under high
security, the first time they had been made aware of the target. Pickard was to bring up the rear
of the second wave of aircraft, to assess the damage and to call in 21 Squadron if necessary. In
the event of anything happening to Pickard’s aircraft, the crew of the PR Mosquito would carry
out the task instead.
The final decision to carry out the attack was made just two hours before the deadline for striking
the target, and the Mosquitos took off from Hunsdon into weather worse than many of the crews
had previously experienced. Four Mosquitos lost contact with the formation during the flight and
had to return to base, and an additional one had to turn back due to engine problems, leaving nine
to carry out the main attack with four in reserve.
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The attack group approached Amiens from the east, using the very straight Albert-Amiens road
as a guide. At 1203 hours three Mosquitos of No 487 Squadron attacked the eastern wall on a
heading of 250 degrees, just clearing the wall with twelve bombs fitted with 11 second delay
fuses, while two made a diversion attack on the local railway station before returning to the
prison. The leader’s bombs were seen to hit the wall five feet from the ground, while other bursts
were seen adjacent to the west wall and to overshoot into fields to the north. Two aircraft of No
487 Squadron attacked the northern wall at 1203 hours just clearing the wall on a heading of 150
degrees with twelve bombs. These attacks were directed at places later reported breached by
reconnaissance aircraft. One bomb was seen to hit the large building, and the northern side of the
eastern building was also reported hit.

Left:ArmourershandͲwincha500ͲlbMCbombontoMosquitoMM403‘SBͲV’of464SquadronRAAFatHunsdon,
Hertfordshire.Right:Mosquitosof487SquadronRNZAFclearthetargetatlowlevelasthefirst500Ͳlbbombstobe
droppeddetonatenearthesouthwalloftheprison.

Two Mosquitos of No 464 Squadron bombed the eastern wall at 1206 hours from 50 feet heading
150 degrees and 250 degrees with eight 500lb bombs. The wall appeared unbreached by the first
pass, and results of this second pass were unobserved.
Two further 464 Squadron Mosquitos bombed the main building at 1206 hours from 100 feet
heading 150 and 250 degrees with eight 500lb bombs. The north wall appeared to be already
damaged. One of these aircraft was seen to bomb and did not return. A direct hit on the
guardhouse killed or disabled the occupants and a number of prisoners were killed or wounded,
while many were able to escape
The PRU Mosquito circled the target three times between 1203 and 1210 hours from 400 to 500
feet using a cine film camera but carrying no bombs. He reported a large breach in the eastern
centre of the north wall and considerable damage to the extension building to the west of the
main building as well as damage to the western end of the main building. A number of men were
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seen in the courtyard near the separate building which appeared to be workshops and three men
were also seen running into fields from a large breach in the northern wall.
A Personal Account
Among the 700 inmates was Raymond Vivant, the sub-prefect of Abbeville who had been
arrested by the Gestapo on 12th February on suspicion of Resistance activities. On the morning
of 18th February, Vivant was preparing for his lunch when he heard the drone of aircraft engines
followed by a loud explosion:
“I thought initially that a German plane had just crashed very close to us, and I began to delight
in this when a succession of explosions resounded. Out of instinct, I leaned myself against an
angle of my cell, while the panes of the fanlight flew in fragments. I saw the wall on the left side
split open abruptly and a cloud (of) dust invaded my cell. I remained motionless, awaiting the
end of the explosions, believing that an aerial combat had taken place above our heads. “Some
planes have crashed with their bomb loads,” I thought. But, as soon as the cloud of dust
dissipated, I saw that the door was torn from its hinges. The long corridor which served my cell,
on both floors of the prison, an immense heap of
stones, had been replaced by a cluster of smoking
debris! On the right-hand side, the other part of the
prison appeared intact. But, to the left, with
inexpressible joy, I saw the countryside, covered with
snow, extending to infinity. A large breach had been
opened in the high surrounding wall…”
Needless to say, Vivant ran for his life and was one
of the 258 prisoners who escaped.
Pickard shot down
Pickard, circling at 500 ft, saw prisoners escaping and
signalled No. 21 Squadron’s Mosquitos to return
home. As he turned for home, he was set upon by an
Fw190 fighter flown by Feldwebel Wilhelm Mayer
of 7/JG 26. During the ensuing chase the Fw190
severed the tail of Pickard’s Mosquito causing the
aircraft to immediately flip over and crash into a
field. Both G/C Pickard and his navigator, F/L J.A.
Broadley were killed. They are buried in St. Pierre
Cemetery near Amiens.

The12footwidebreachinthesouthsideofthe
prison’souterwall.

One other Mosquito, MM404 (SB-T) of No 464 Sqn,
was lost during the mission. After attacking the target, it was seen at Freneuville at 1210 hours at
50 feet leading its formation. It attacked a gun position and shortly afterwards dropped to
starboard of the formation and was not seen again. It appears that shortly after leaving the target
area, MM404 was hit in the cockpit by flak. Navigator Flt Lt R.W. Sampson was killed outright.
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The pilot, S/L A.I. McRitchie, was wounded and did a high-speed belly landing in a snowcovered field near Freneuville, near Dieppe, to be taken prisoner. F/L Sampson was buried at
Poix-de-la-Somme, 25km SW of Amiens. One aircraft of No 487 Squadron was hit by light flak
near Albert, having its starboard
nacelle holed and its starboard wheel
collapsed on landing. One damaged
aircraft of No 21 Squadron landed at
Ford. One aircraft of No 487
Squadron abandoned the mission
south of Oisemont, the pilot being
slightly wounded and the aircraft
damaged.
There were 700 prisoners detained at
the time of the attack and of this
number 102 were killed, 74 wounded
and 258 escaped. Among those who
escaped were important members of
Therepairedsouthernwalloftheprisonasitappearstoday.
the Resistance movement. It is
unclear whether the Allied intelligence officers escaped. Of those who escaped, 182 were
recaptured. The diversionary attack on the railway station delayed German troops by two hours.
Controversy
No article can be written on the Amiens raid without mention of the possible controversy that
surrounds it. There is a school of thought that the raid was masterminded by the Secret
Intelligence Service and that the RAF and the crews who flew the mission, and in some cases
gave their lives, were nothing more than pawns in a political game. This theory is discussed in
the book “Amiens Raid: Secrets Revealed” by Jean-Pierre Ducellier. The suggestion is that there
was no mass execution planned, no British agents interned in the prison, the French resistance
had no prior knowledge of the raid and that G/C Pickard did not release his bombs or that
dummy bombs were used.
This article is based on the official version of events, but whatever the truth, we celebrate the
brave crews that flew on that day in February 1944.
Aircraft involved in the attack (all Mosquito FB Mk.VI)
Crews attacking the target (Pilot & Navigator)
No 487 Squadron RNZAF
EG-R: W/C I.S. Smith, DFC & F/L P.E. Barnes, DFM
-C: P/O M.L.S. Darrell & P/O F.S. Stevenson
-H: F/S S. Jennings & W/O J.M. Nichols
-J: P/O D.H. Fowler & W/O F.A. Wilkins
-T: P/O Max Sparkes & P/O A.C. Dunlop
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No 464 Squadron RAAF
SB-F: W/C Robert Iredale, DFC & F/L J.L. McCaul, DFC
-O: F/O K.L. Monaghan, DFM & F/O A.W. Dean, DFM
-A: S/L W.R.C. Sugden & F/O A.N. Bridger
-V: F/L Tom McPhee, DFM & F/L G.W. Atkins
PRU
YH-C: F/L Tony Wickham, DFC / P/O Lee Howard
Missing
No 464 Squadron RAAF
SB-F: G/C Percy Pickard, DSO, DFC (KIA) & F/L John Broadley, DSO, DFC, DFM (KIA)
-T: S/L A. Ian McRitchie (POW) & F/L Richard W. Sampson (KIA)
Crews instructed not to attack the target
No 21 Squadron RAF
YH-U: W/C I.G. Dale & F/O E. Gabites
-O: F/L A.E.C. Wheeler, DFC & F/O N.M. Redington
-J: F/L M.J. Benn, DFC & F/O N.A. Roe
-D: F/L D.A. Taylor, DFC & S/L P. Livry DFC
Abortive Sorties
No 487 Squadron RNZAF
EG-Q: F/L B.D. Hanafin & P/O C.F. Redgrave
No 21 Squadron RAF
YH-P: F/L E.E. Hogan & F/S D.A.S. Crowfoot
-F: F/S A. Steadman & P/O E.J. Reynolds

G/CPercyPickardDSOandBar,DFC(left)withS/LWilliamBlessingDSO,DFC
andG/CGeoffreyLeonardCheshireDSOandBar,DFCataninvestitureat
BuckinghamPalace,28July1943.
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