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DISPERSALS ● CANADIAN CORNER 
May 2011 

 

It’s been an amazing five days, as I write: 

• Wills and Kate were married 
• Osama bin Laden was eliminated 
• Canada elected a Conservative majority government 

...and conjecture continues unabated: 

• Will the Crown skip a generation?  Charles might have a view on that. 
• Conspiracy fans ‘know’ the bin Laden story is merely a Barack election ploy. 
• The Conservatives will soon reveal their hidden agenda. 

It’s an entertaining and ever-changing world in which we live and enjoy the freedom to say what 
we want and elect governments in our own image.  As we enjoy those freedoms we must be 
careful to remember those who fought so hard and so long to protect them; and that there are still 
millions of people who do not yet enjoy them. 

Our Armed Forces are committed to protecting those oppressed by their own governments; and 
our own governments are committed to helping those oppressed peoples replace despots with 
democratically elected governments. 

I’m proud of the contributions of our Armed Forces, our veterans and their absent comrades; and 
the contributions of our government to furthering freedom. 

Join me in wearing red on Fridays in support of our Armed Forces, past and present. 
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LAST POST 

‘BERT’ CHESTER • PILOT • 180 SQUADRON 

Howard Albert ‘Bert’ Chester died peacefully on 17 Dec 2010 at St 
Joseph’s Hospital in Comox, British Columbia at the age of 97. 

Bert joined 180 Squadron in Foulsham, Norfolk with his crew comprising 
Bill Mennell (O), Jenkin Williams (WAG) and Eddie Evans (AG).  They 
flew two Air Sea Rescue flights before their first operation, a 23 Aug 43 raid 
on the Marshalling Yards at St-Omer and flew ops together until the horrific  
26 Nov 43 raid on the ‘Constructional Works’ (V-1 launch site) at Martinvast 
where Bill received a flak injury that eventually proved fatal.  Bert did not 

return to 180 Sqn Operations but spent January through March of 1944 as an instructor with 
1482 Flight, providing advanced training for Mitchell crews. 

In May of ’44 Bert was posted to No. 5 Operational Training Unit Boundary Bay, B.C. as a flight 
instructor; following the war he served as C.O. for the Air Cadets in Mission, B.C.  He was a 
bookkeeper for the Dept of Highways for many years and greatly enjoyed hunting and fishing.  
Bert was predeceased by his wife Doris and their only child Kenneth.  He is survived by his 
daughter-in-law Pat, 3 grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren and 3 great-great-grandchildren. 

 
KEN HARRISON • WAG • 98 SQUADRON 

Kenneth William Wallace Harrison died 07 Feb 2011 in Regina, 
Saskatchewan.  Ken was a well-known and respected member of 2ndTAF 
MBA Canadian Wing and RCAF veteran Wireless Operator/Air Gunner 
(WAG) with 98 Squadron. 

He braved 50 Operations over the distinctly unfriendly European skies with 
crewmates Lloyd Pears (P), George Gould (O) and Pete Carriere (AG) after 
being ‘crewed up’ at Pennfield Ridge, NB. Ken and crew joined 98 Squadron 
at Dunsfold, Surrey and on 13 Apr 44 began operational life with an attack on 

gun positions at St-Pierre-sur-Dives; operations continued until 14 Aug 44 when their tour was 
complete.  Ken was posted to Winnipeg where he met and married Gwen in 1946, moved to 
Regina and accepted a clerical position with Canada Post; he was Supervisor of Wickets when he 
retired. 

Ken was predeceased by his brother Clifford and is survived by his wife Gwen, sister Edith, son 
Allen, daughter Valerie (Barry) Mitschke & grand-daughters Marcia and Tara Mitschke. 
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BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AIR TRAINING PLAN 
Training the men of ‘The Greatest Generation’ 

 
Education Upgrade Class XXVII • Québec City, Québec • 1943 

Rear (l‐r): Kenneth Sullivan, Peter Ryan, Glenn Crewe, Steve Coffey, R.A. Salmkir, Jean‐P. Boucher.   
Front: Derek Haley, J.F. McGarvey, Fred Wright, R.J. Clarke (instructor), A.G. (Bill) Sanagan, Art Chartier. 

 
Course G8 No. 5 Initial Training School (Aircrew) • Belleville, Ontario • 1943 

Front row (l‐r): K. Tallmand, H. Henderson, Archie Green, R. Stillman. 
2nd row: Fred Thayer, Fred Wright, Ingi Sveinbjornson, H.J. Reid, W. Suitman, A.G. (Bill) Sanagan, Peter Ryan. 

3rd row: Art Stanford, B.J.M. Steves, D.F.C. Ross, H. Timof, R.A. Salmkir, C.K. Tusen. 
4th row: W.O. Russell, C.H. Smith, R.S. Scott, N.G. Whyte. 

5th row: Low Taylor, Rod Staples, Les Wallace, P. Sarcoski, Owen Wright, T.S. Watson. 
6th row: G.S. Taylor, F.W. Town, J.H. Singer, F.W. Russell, H.J. Trask. 

7th row: W. Shosenberg, Jerry Sullivan, N.W. Smith, G. Slobodinuck, Murray Rhynas, G. Whatley. 
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No. 11 Navigator ‘O’ Course • Mountainview, Ontario • 04 July 43 

Front (l‐r): Cecil Shantz, H. Sim, Burt Koopman, Tommy Crawford, Bod Sewell, Josh Versage, J.A. Smith. 
Back: Alex Kuft, Peter Ryan, Ken Porter, Peter Simms, Del Tripp, Percy Smith, Fred Sutton, Harry Laronde 

 

 
No. 10 Air Observer School • Chatham, New Brunswick • Oct 43 

Front (l‐r): Charlie Sing, Burt Koopman, Bob Sewell, Peter Ryan, Fred Sutton, R. Bruegeman, E.C. Gaiser, H.A. Hee, 
Ronald Bennett, Ron Broadfoot, Andy Ouderson, R. Chatfield, Josh Versage, Jack Rathburn. 

Rear: Instructor, Bill French, Thomas Farenhurst, Chick Johnston, Andy Brown, Jack Barlow, Peter Simms, 
Hugh Clark, Ken Porter, Del Tripp, Percy Smith, Johnny Arnold, Earl Carney, Harry Laronde, Instructor. 

 
Names for the men in the previous four photographs are from their own handwritten signatures 
on the backs of respective photos (from Peter Ryan’s collection).  I have transcribed as best I 
can; if any are in need of correction, I will appreciate a note or a call so I can correct my records. 

Thank-you...David Poissant 
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No. 2 Air Gunner Ground Training School • Trenton, Ontario • 12 Jun 42 

Rear (l‐r): Morey, Matthews, Redlin, Morpurgo, Finn, Fournie. 
Middle: Galarneau, Font, Compton, Wheeler, Davis, Fettisoff, Mulligan. 

Front: Williams, O’Neill, Mathie, Ellis, Turner. 
Photo: Ralph Morpurgo (AG • 320 Sqn) 

 

 
No. 6 Bombing & Gunnery School • Mountainview, Ontario • 1943 

Back (l‐r): Van der Land, Manson, Erculisse, Murphy, Kloos, Voorby, Murphy, Donath, Hanze. 
Front: De Groot, Gans, McMillan, Kicq, Kesner, Verhulsel, Loyson, Boom, Hagemeijer. 

Photo: Jan Kloos (Nav/B • 320 Squadron) 
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No. 8 Air Navigation School • Ancienne Lorette, Québec • 25 Oct 43 

(l‐r): Whitby (instructor), ?, Charles Power (Canadian Minister of National Defence for Air), ?,  
Hamilton, Engel, De Gobert. 

Photo: Jan Kloos (Nav/B • 320 Squadron) 
 

 
No. 23 (Pilots) Course, No. 34 Operational Training Unit • Pennfield Ridge, New Brunswick • Oct 43 

Back (l‐r): Cyrille Poissant, Bill Lohr, Drever, Ernie McGowan, Pynn, Sutcliffe. 
Front: Thompson, Stanley Stephens, Rees, Denis Loveridge, Jack Ewart. 
Photo: Ernie McGowan (Pilot • 180 Squadron) via Lynda Lougheed 

 

Throughout this 70th Anniversary year we are featuring the British Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan in each issue of Dispersals.  Help extend our collection of class photos; send us copies of 
photos of you, your Dad, or Granddad, in training and we’ll get them in a future issue for us all 
to enjoy. 
 
We’ll also enjoy any accounts of training experiences; humorous, frightening or just memorable. 
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Notes From Fred Guest • Pilot • 180 Squadron 

Hi Dave: 

An old ‘Brit’ I downhill ski with every winter morning (he was 10 and living in Portsmouth 
when I was in England) loaned me a book on the RAF covering WWI to the Jet Age [An 
Illustrated History of the RAF]. 

One section has some pictures of Mitchells.  You may have seen them but they are new to me.  
One is of ‘P’ [FW199] and of particular interest to me, as it is the one I did my first operational 
trip in.  The caption in the book says it was 
being repaired 14 Dec 44 at Melsbroek.  On 
closer look it looks like they are pulling it apart 
to scrap it. 

We arrived at Dunsfold late in the afternoon of 
03 Aug 44, were briefed by G/C Dunlap 
(Canadian) CO of 139 Wing who said we 
would not be flying operationally for at least a 
week.  We found an empty tent, rushed to the 
mess tent for dinner, returned to the tent and 
assembled our cots.  As the G/C said we would not be flying for at least a week, we walked 
about a mile to a pub to celebrate our arrival on 180 Sqn.  We arrived back at our tent after 
midnight and went to bed on camp cots for the first time.  At 0400 I was awakened by a 
flashlight shining in my eyes.  It was the Duty Officer who asked if I was Guest; I said “Yes” 
and he said “you are on an op.”  I said “I can’t be as I just got here in the afternoon and the G/C 
said I wouldn’t be flying for at least a week.”  He said “If you are Guest you are on” and 
vanished into the night.  We made it back to the mess tent...to flights...to briefing...back to 
flights; and into ‘P’.  By 0800 on 04 Aug 44 we were at 10,000 feet over the English Channel.  
Saw some fairly close flak (no damage) and were back on the ground before noon.  It had been 
an exciting, interesting 16 hours. 
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At Melsbroek I was impressed with the detail the Germans went to in camouflaging the hangar 
the Mitchell is in.  The other side of the hangar is on the tram line to Brussels and looks like all 
the other buildings in the village.  Shortly after we arrived at Melsbroek I had the opportunity to 
climb aboard some Dornier 217s that were around the hangar.  I was impressed with the armour 

plated seat the pilot had; it came more than half 
way around him...much better than our seats.  
There were also a couple of Fw 190s on the field 
that I had the opportunity to climb around; I’m 
glad we didn’t have them around as the Mitchell 
wouldn’t have much chance.  Sometime after we 
started our tour I heard that a pair of 190s 
attacked a box of Mitchells and shot down two; 
the book confirms the story. [B-25s ‘N’ (F/S 
Williams, F/O Lennie, W/O Bowmaster, F/L 
Carter) and ‘Y’ (P/O Harrison, F/O Munton, 
F/S Nottle and F/S Taylor) of 98 Squadron were 
shot down 25 Sep 44...see February Dispersals.] 

The picture of ‘A’ dropping its bombs is a good shot; it’s probably one of 98’s as their identifier 
started with ‘V’.  It was also taken before D-Day...no invasion stripes. 

 

The colour print of ‘C-Charlie’ is of the aircraft I normally flew and was painted for me by 
Robert Bailey who specialized in aircraft paintings.  Colour is a little off but a good painting 
nevertheless.  I don’t have the original as it was too big for the house and Robert wanted over 
$2,000 for it. 

I am really enjoying copies of Dispersals...wish I had joined years ago. 

Fred. 
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NIGHT SOLO FLIGHT - CESSNA CRANE 
No. 10 Service Flight Training School (SFTS) • Dauphin, Manitoba • 17 Sep 43 

Fred Guest • Pilot • 180 Squadron 

I had received my night flying check on Cessna Cranes a few nights earlier and was assigned to 
A/C 8848 for solo night take offs and landings.  The night was very dark; no moon or stars and 
the only light to be seen once you left the airfield were from straw fires in farmer’s fields. 

Start up, taxi to the runway, run up and take off were all 
routine.  Once I was airborne I raised the undercarriage, 
set up climbing power and established the standard 
climbing airspeed to climb to circuit height.  I had passed 
through 700-800 feet and was getting ready to make a 
left turn to take me to the downwind leg of the circuit.  
Before I made the turn I noticed what I thought were 
lights of three aircraft above me and off to my right.  The 
lights were not red and green marker lights but rather 
yellowish in colour.  As I was looking at them and trying 
to figure out what and why they were there, I was alerted 
by something that there was a problem with my aircraft.  
I quickly checked the a/c instruments and to my horror, 
saw that the aircraft indicator on the artificial horizon was below the horizon line indicating that I 
was in a dive!  The airspeed was much higher than I had set up for the climb, the altimeter was 
winding down and I had passed through 300 feet and was still descending.  I quickly pulled back 
on the controls, re-established the climb and carried on with the circuit. 

What had happened to me, through inexperience and inattention to instruments, was the a/c had 
gone very smoothly from climb to dive without my being aware of the change.  What had alerted 
me was probably the change in the sound of the engines as the RPM increased with the airspeed 
(this a/c had a fixed pitch propeller).  I probably had 15-20 seconds at the rate of descent I was in 
until I hit the ground.  It was a close call. 

The lights I saw through the top of the windshield (because I was in a dive) were from the straw 
fires in the farmers’ fields and it so happened that three of them were lined up giving me the 
illusion they were a/c above me in the circuit. 

It was a very shaken young airman that carried on with take offs and landings that night with a 
lesson never to be forgotten.  Flight instruments must be continuously monitored during night 
flights where no lights are visible after leaving the airfield or during flights in cloud. 

 

Cessna Crane MkI • Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum.  Photo David Poissant 
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A BIRD OF A DIFFERENT FEATHER 
The world’s only airworthy original Fw 190 

Paul Allen’s Flying Heritage Collection at Paine Field 
in Everett, Washington has completed the restoration 
of a Focke-Wulf Fw 190 twenty-two years after its 
discovery in a remote forest in Russia. 

On 19 Jul 43 Feldwebel Paul Rätz flew Fw 190A-5 
W.Nr1227 ‘White A’ from his base at Siwerskaja on a 
mission against an armoured train and reportedly 
suffered flak damage.  He survived the subsequent 
crash landing and is thought to have walked west 
toward the front line, only a dozen miles away.  He 
was captured by Russian forces and interned, although Luftwaffe loss reports still class him as 
missing in action.  Rätz’s son confirmed his father’s internment to researchers and that he was 
repatriated to Germany in 1949. 

Paul Rätz’s aircraft sat undisturbed in the forest for 46 years.  It was ‘rediscovered’ in 1989 and 
recovered in 1991 by a team headed by Doug and David Arnold; it was in rather remarkable 
condition thanks to the remote location...not a single souvenir hunter had visited.  The Fw was 
removed with the help of a helicopter and relocated to England where the actual reason for the 
crash landing was found to be not flak damage, but catastrophic failure of the BMW801 engine.  
The engine had been fitted just days before the last operation and oil lines were found to be 
blocked; sabotage is suspected, as engine factories often used prisoner labour. 

Restoration was begun in the UK in the early 
‘90s before it was sold to Paul Allen and the 
FHC; he continued the work in the UK before 
transferring it to the US for final work and paint. 

02 Dec 2010: the world’s only airworthy original 
Fw 190 took its first test flight at Casa Grande 
Airport in Arizona.  It was then transferred via 
truck to FHC facilities in Everett on 21 April, 
reassembled and taxi tested on the 23rd.  She’ll 
make her public debut flight June 18. 

 photos from Flying Heritage Collection 
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painted by young men far from home.  The CWH ‘powers 
that be’ appreciated the nose art and their Mitchell became 
Hot Gen. 

It spent some time under the name ‘Grumpy’ after a 
complaint was registered against the nakedness, but soon the 
Hot Gen art was back, sporting a bathing suit.  It was very 
much like the original roughly done wartime art and was 
replaced this spring by this attractive version by aviation 
artist Lance Russworm. 

Like it?  T-shirts sporting the motif are now available...also very attractive...and family-rated! 

 

 
Contact Chris Larsen 506-456-3494 (pennfieldparish@yahoo.com) for details/registration 

or 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nbpennfi/penn8b1PPMHS_MemorialService2011.htm  
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Going from knowing to remembering is not easy;   may you enjoy remembering 

LAST POST 

 

A thought for two Canadian members; spoken of more fully in Canadian Corner: 

‘BERT’ CHESTER a pilot with 180 Squadron died on 17th Dec 2010.  He joined the squadron 
at Foulsham, some of you from other Mitchell Squadrons may have met him much later when he 
was   instructing advance training for Mitchell crews in 1482 Flight.  Relating to the A.T.C. 
anniversary, post war he was C.O. of the  Air Cadets in Mission,  B.C. 

KEN HARRISON died on 7th Feb 2011, joined 98 Squadron at Dunsfold in April 1944 as a 
Wop/AG. 

 

REGISTRAR’S REPORT 

New Member.    A warm welcome to:    Richard Morris • Grandson of Bill Morris (WOP/AG 
88/342 Sqdns) 
                                                         68 Limefield Road 
                                                         Smithills 
                                                         BOLTON 
                                                         Lancs 
Deaths:   

H.A. "Bert" Chester-180 Sqn-on Dec 17, 2010 and K.W.W. Harrison-98 Sqn-on Feb 7, 2011 
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REMEMBERED       

12TH Aug 41 a Blenheim of 226 Squadron, crewed by F/Lt. Gwilym Lewis, P/O 
Neville Cardell and Sgt. John Woods crashed near Philippine in Holland, when 
returning from Cologne.  The three are buried in North Flushing cemetery; Edmonde 

de Decker, of Philippine, also died.    Gwilym’s son, Peter informs us that a stone memorial to 
all four will be unveiled on 23rd July 2011 close to the crash site.  Peter Lewis, Johan Cornelis 
who witnessed the crash and many others will be there. 

If you are interested Peter’s contacts are:  17 Blackchurch Lane, London E1 1LQ 

(peter@principledconsulting.biz) and 02072651005.  He intends to write an account of the 
occasion and the story behind it for our August edition. 

 

TREASURER 

As a measure until the AGM and we have a new treasurer, the Editor is holding the Association’s 
money in a temporary account.  Cheques for subs etc, should be mailed to Peter Jenner.  At 
present we have £1037. 

ARCHIVISTS REPORT 101 

Since my last report I have been contacted regarding a number of issues and in no particular 
order I would first of all mention that to date I have only received one enquiry for a copy of the 
B25 Mitchell print hopefully a few more orders will be forthcoming from members and as I 
understand it the painting will soon be handed over to Reg Day for the Dunsfold Museum. 

I received an email from someone called Jan Nieuwenhuis a few days before preparing my 
report from the Netherlands; the following is self explanatory: “On 1st February 2011 a new 
version of my "WW-II Allied Aircraft Crashes in The Netherlands" program was released.  The 
purpose of this software is to help researchers worldwide to get detailed information about Allied 
Aircraft Crashes in The Netherlands in the Second World War.  Though all crashes are not (yet) 
available in the database, it is gradually filled with more data... At present (3rd April 2011), 
detailed information on 725 aircraft and 4010 crew members is listed! 

Please go to http://airwar.texlaweb.nl  where you may download the latest version of the 
software... it's easy to use and free-of-charge!  Any comments on the program or information for 
the database is highly appreciated. 

Jan” 
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As yet I have not looked at this site but it may prove to be useful in the future if anyone does 
access the site please make your comments known. 

I have been in email contact with George Smith in Australia who was requesting some details 
from the 180 Sqdn. Records for 1944 and in response to his request I managed to email copies 
that were relevant his reply provided me with a lot of information about one of his aircrew, Tom 
Beardsworth, which George felt that should be recorded: 

“Tom Beardsworth did 2 tours of Ops with 180; the first in 1943 at the same time as the 
inestimable Jenkin Williams and returned for his second in the latter half of 1944 into 1945.  He 
joined our crew skippered by the late Ted Burn DFM with myself as W/Ag and Jim Freeman 
A/G.  Tom was the 3rd Nav/B we had during our tour; we lost our original, Dave Kirk, when he 
was seriously wounded on our 4th trip; he was replaced by Canadian Harry Ward who was on his 
3rd tour, from memory.  In September '44 Harry was screened and sent home to Canada and 
Tom replaced him.  Tom did about 20 Ops as part of our crew until that day in early December 
'44 when Ted Burn was accidentally shot in the head while sleeping in our billet in Zaventum, 
Brussels and the crew was broken up.  I was screened and Tom went on to complete his 2nd tour 
with 180.  I corresponded with Tom, a Lancastrian from near Burnley, for many years until his 
death in January 2009 aged 92 and continued contact with his family after his death. In one of 
her letters his daughter, Pam Stowell, mentioned a special medal which they had found among 
his memorabilia and this surprised me because Tom had never mentioned it to me.  I got onto 
Google and found a reference to Thomas Beardsworth having been awarded the American DFC 
in July 1945! 

 
Tom's grandson Martin Wells--email address:martin.richard.wells@gmail.com-- had started 
researching this matter and has provided the following information to me. 

 Air Ministry 3rd. July 1945: 

The King has granted unrestricted permission for the wearing of the undermentioned 
decorations conferred upon the personnel indicated in recognition of valuable services 
rendered in connection with the war; Conferred by the President of the United States of 
America the Distinguished Flying Cross--Flying Officer Thomas Beardsworth [176151], 
RAFVR [LG 29th. June 1945].  BEARDSWORTH, Thomas, F/O RAF--Distinguished 
Flying Cross [United States] awarded as per London Gazette dated 3 July 1945 and 
General Order No.80. United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe [found in Public 
Records Office Air 2/9090]; credited with 195 operational hours.  Citation--"Flying 
Officer Beardsworth, now on his second tour of operational duty, has displayed 
outstanding courage and devotion to duty.  He has proved himself to be a reliable and 
skilful navigator/bomb aimer and has set a fine example to other members of his unit. He 
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has at all times shown a cool and purposeful determination to reach his target and 
destroy it despite any obstacles." 

 
Postwar Tom was a member of the Lancashire Constabulary, reaching the rank of Chief 
Inspector and I also found that he was awarded the Queen's Police Medal in 1978.” 

Many thanks to George for providing an insight into the career and life of his friend. I am sure 
we all can remember stories and tales of our comrades after they were de-mobbed. 

Just as I was finishing off this report I received a letter from Brian Willshire who was an 
Observer flying with P.O. Marshall and he has supplied me with a copy of his Log book entry for 
2nd May 1945.  This was in response to the mention of the last of 226 Sqdn’s battle Order item in 
February’s issue of Dispersals in which was commented that “there must be very few flying ‘O’s 
about”.  Many thanks for letting us know that you are one of those still flying. 

Finally I will be sending out the reminder letters for our Annual Reunion which will as usual be 
held in Bedford over the weekend of the 23rd /25th September 2011 so please put this date in your 
diaries now. 

Russ 

LUCKY LADS 

Sarah Morris rang to say that Members may buy ‘A Lucky Life’   for £2 less, i.e. £6.99.    If you 
are that patient, the easiest way to get a copy will be at the re-union; Sarah and Richard are 
intending to come and will bring copies for sale.    Sarah may be cross with me for saying this, 
but some of the money from sales has already gone to her charities -- before she has recouped 
her publishing expenses.  

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
Peter Jenner 

This is newsletter # 101; a century of them have passed.  To mark the occasion, here are the 
Editorial Comments from Number 3.  I have not been lucky enough to find No. 1, but there is a 
folder (from which the extracts are scanned) with M.B.A. Letters 1986 - 1991; guess where -- in 
Reg Day’s Museum. 

Thank you for the loan, Reg. 
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“Thank you for your letter of 3rd March, enclosing the copy of “Dispersals”. Until you 
contacted me I didn’t know that the 2nd TAF Medium Bomber Association existed, and I was 
delighted to read your reference to Hartford Bridge. 

I actually did my first op from there, as a pilot, in Boston Mk IIIA No. 229, on 23rd September 
1944.  The reason I was so late coming into the war was that I had always stated my preference 
to fly flying boats and I went on the General Reconnaissance Course in Charlottetown Prince 
Edward Island in December 1943 and then to 31 Coastal Command OTU on Hudsons at  
Debert, Nova Scotia, only to get posted to the Boston conversion unit at Finmere, Bucks., on my 
arrival back in the UK in June 1944, and then on to 88 Sqdn in August of that year.   As luck 
would have it, 88 Sqdn. on Bostons, was disbanded on 31st March 1945, only to be reformed on - 
you’ve guessed it - Sunderlands, in the Far East  later that year (or maybe early in 1946).” 

He will probably join us soon 

 

SCOZ MISSED 

Extracted from emails from Jim Howie [Aus 180 Sqn].  Thanks Jim. 

Hi Peter,  

Although I am an Australian now, I was born and raised in Rutherglen, Scotland.  I should have 
been reserved until I had finished my degree in Maths and Physics, but got my old headmaster to 
write a recommendation for a commission on the form applying for reservation, which was the 
only one they would give me.  It worked. 

After the war, I joined Scottish Airways, which became the nucleus of BEA Scottish Division, 
and was happy there until a passing Australian enticed me to move to Australia and marry her.   

I joined the RAF in October 1942, and eventually reached 180 Sqdn. in April 1945.  My ops 
would have been a great big yawn for you lot.   

 At every stage of my aircrew training there was a bottle-neck.  At grading school in Derby, one 
of our draft soloed.  He made a huge mess of it, and was lucky to get away with his life.  It 
frightened him so much that he admitted that he could only see with one eye.  His landings had 
been perfect, he explained, because he noticed that at the point of flare, his instructor's head 
moved back slightly.  No instructor, no idea when to flare.  Our records were long in coming 
through to Heaton Park because there had been a fire in the office in Derby, and the records 
suffered badly.  When they appeared, I found that I was credited with fifteen minutes solo.  
I decided not to argue with authority.   
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On the transport t to South Africa, we ran short of victuals.  Then the refrigeration system broke 
down.  At Freetown supplies were short because a previous convoy had taken most of them, and 
the naval contingent in our convoy had beaten us to the remainder.  So we called in to Capetown 
instead of carrying on to Durban.  There was near rebellion, and we were disembarked to a 
holding camp.  From there we went by train to Johannesburg, and another holding camp.  We 
had some extra weeks at EFTS, and so it went on. 

 
LOW CHURCH?? ---- MISSED!!! 

           

If you flew southward, say 175 degrees, from Hartford Bridge you would miss the irritating 
balloons over Portsmouth to the west and however low you left the coast near Selsey Bill you 
must have also missed Chichester Cathedral -- it is still there. 

     
Nowadays it is landed on by Peregrine Falcons but they too manage to miss it even when diving 
at 180 kph (~108 mph).  To help maintain the Cathedral, the Friends have a sky diving team who 
have piggy-backed members of the Cathedral staff. 

Any of those happenings would have scared Cromwell’s horses, at one time stabled in the now 
900 year old cathedral. 


