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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
A new year has begun; spring is in the air and outside my window, the tree limbs are already 
heavy with young leaves.  Happily, short skirts are once more in abundance; on the other side of 
the coin is a plethora of knuckle-draggers with their hoods up and their pants down, showing 
their cool new flowered briefs...what’s with that? 

It is entertaining; and I’m grateful to have the freedom to dress as we like and express what we 
have to say; thanks to the efforts of our veterans.  We’ve sadly lost a few veterans recently...and 
we’ve gained a few associates...life has a way of regenerating, does it not?  I hope that by our 
actions we, who are non-veteran members, prove worthy of the trust you veterans have put in us, 
by way of your sacrifice of service.  We became associate members because of our great 
admiration and respect for you; that will go on forever. 

 
NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

...And speaking of Associates, we’re proud to welcome Dr. Donald B. Francis, DDS as a new 
associate member.  Donald is the son of Milt Francis (O-226) and Pearl; he resides at: 

576 Tamarack Street 
Timmins, ON   P4N 6R9 

Glad to have you aboard Donald! 

YOUR SAY 
 

Dick Levy (P-180) emailed on 16 Feb from Bendigo, Australia: 
“David...As a former member of 180 Squadron I have received ‘Dispersals’ - February 
2010.  Like all the other members I study the newsletter thoroughly the day it arrives.  I 
notice your offer to email ‘Dispersal Interim Notes’ and would be very interested to 
receive a copy when available. 

I thank you in anticipation. 

Great opening of the Winter Olympics from Vancouver...a credit to Canada. 

Best regards 
Dick.” 

We’re very happy to receive Dick’s note; and always appreciative of the opportunity to expand 
our distribution list for the ‘Interim Notes’...Dick has already received the issue emailed in 
March. 
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WHEN BIRDS AREN’T FLYING 
David Poissant 

When the snow flies, classic aircraft do not.  During 
peacetime the Warbirds in museums have the luxury of 
an off-season to ensure they can continue their summer 
flying schedules thrilling crowds of excited 
enthusiasts. 

The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum in Mount 
Hope, Ontario (right next to Hamilton) is truly a 
‘flying’ museum; the warbirds residing there have very 
heavy schedules during the summer thanks to the 
many splendid well-maintained examples.  The jewel 
of the CWH collection, and the biggest draw, is the 
Avro Lancaster Mk X.  It’s one of just two flying 
Lancs remaining in the world today; the demand for 
her appearance at shows & events increases every year.  
This summer, she’s leaving 26 July for western 
Canadian air shows at Thunder Bay, Winnipeg, 
Calgary, Abbottsford and Brandon, returning home 20 
August for a one-day rest then on to the Windsor Air 
show.  She’ll then be back at CWH for her ‘routine’ 
display, shows, and rides.  To meet those demands she 
must be kept in the best condition possible; she’s close 
to 70 years old! 

...And the ‘Lanc’ is just one of the CWH flying 
populace that includes many other classics: 

• Avro Anson 
• Boeing Stearman 
• Consolidated PBY Canso 
• deHavilland Tiger Moth 
• Douglas DC3 
• Fairchild Colonell 
• Fairey Firefly 
• North American Harvard 
• North American Mitchell 
• Westland Lysander 

...And many more fliers, most of which require a high 
ratio of maintenance hours to time expended flying. 

A ‘ton’ of engine work being done on the Mynarski 
Lancaster, seen over a Chipmunk’s starboard wing.

Stabilizer assembly has been removed from the 
Mitchell for access, close inspection and repair. 

Sea Fury having her engine attended to...HOT
aircraft!                                     
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After re-forming at Gatwick in July 1940 and still equipped with Battles, the squadron served 
almost a year in Iceland with Coastal Command. It was disbanded in July 1941, only to be 
reformed 12 Sep 42 at West Raynham Aerodrome in Norfolk County as a bomber squadron 
flying Mitchell aircraft, under the command of Wing Commander L.A. Lewer.  On the 14th the 
first officers to be posted in, two days before W/C Lewer were: 
 

RAF: F/L McCurdy, A.K.S.; P/O Baker, A.J.; P/O Toeg, J.P.; F/O Sopwith, A.G.; 
P/O Moss, L.A.T. 
RCAF: P/O Fee, W.B.; P/O Day, J.C.; F/O Tweddell, I.W. (F/O Ian Tweddell would 
become part of Grumpy’s first operational crew.) 
 

It was probably at West Raynham that FL176 joined 98 Squadron.  The squadron Operations 
Records Book (ORB) notes that by the end of September their Mitchells totalled 22; personnel 
numbered 10 officers and 32 aircrew. 

The Squadron moved to Foulsham Aerodrome in mid-October and for the remainder of 1942 
suffered exceptionally poor weather and persistent problems with turrets and guns; the guns were 
“condemned” 15 Dec by F/L Sherring.   On 22 January 43, the Squadron used 6 of its Mitchells 
against the enemy for the first time when an attack was made on oil targets at Terneuzen (Ghent) 
in Belgium. 

For the squadron’s “First Battle Order” operation, Grumpy’s crew were F/S Calder, G.A. (Pilot); 
F/O Tweddell, I.W. (Observer); Sgt Gale, J. (Wireless Op/Air Gunner); Sgt Gower, F.P. (Air 
Gunner).  Five aircraft bombed the target and one aircraft brought its bombs back owing to the 
pilot (S/L Slocombe) being blinded by a seagull breaking the Perspex and cutting his face.  For 
98 Squadron, this raid was to mark not only its first operation but also its first loss when FL693 
received a direct hit from flak and disintegrated over the target.   Lost were P/O Woods, R.D.; 
Sgt Barber, H.F.; F/O Carrington, L.V.; F/O Solon, P.G. 

The ‘Calder’ crew would fly Grumpy once more: on a 05 Feb 43 Air Sea Rescue task.  Three 
months later they would be shot down by flak on their 12th operation, flying Mitchell FL197 in 
an attack on the Boulogne marshalling yards Thursday 13 May 43.  P/O Gordon Alexander 
Calder, RCAF and Sgt Frank Patrick Charles Gower, RAF drowned in the sea near Hardelot, 
France after bailing out; both were buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery.  F/O Ian William 
Tweddell, RCAF and Sgt John Gale, RAF were captured and spent the duration as prisoners of 
war; Tweddell in Stalag Luft III (location of the ‘Great Escape’); Gale in Stalag Luft VI. 

Many men would crew Grumpy during her fighting career until her retirement on 13 Aug 44 
after a last raid with 12 other Mitchells on a gun position at St-Pierre-sur-Dives, France.  
Members of her last operational crew were F/L Mewa, A.; F/O Ajrekar, L.S.; W/O Pitt, F.F.; 
W/O Nichols, A.E. 
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GRUMPY’S FLIGHT CREWS 
Names are repeated as crew make up changes. 

Individuals are listed alphabetically in ‘Grumpy’s Airmen’ chart and cross-referenced in ‘Crew Ref’column.

Pilot Observer WAG Air Gunner Other
1 Calder, GA Tweddell, IW Gale, J Gower, EP
2 Grindley, J Webb, HJ Coleman, SG Sayer, EJ
3 Falgate Magee Dixon, F.B. Dale
4 Martin Bishop Pollitt Brooker
5 Topper Eagleton Wellman Smith, G
6 Hole Rothery Short Todd
7 Hole Rothery Robinson Todd
8 Moore Stoakes Emery Starkey
9 Toeg Tanner, S.A.R. Ellis Glover
10 Atkins, A.G. McDonald, C.C. Breakspear, A.C. Lawson, K.S.H.
11 Cowan, C.P. Wasey, W.H. Rice, J.W. Cox, E.W.
12 Fee, W.B. Moss, L.A.T. Budden, R.H. Proctor
13 Marlow, K. Plewman, C.R. Staines, L.K. Penfare, M.G.
14 Wilson, F.W. Tanner, S.A.R. Dixon, F.B. Miller, R.L.
15 Bird, R.J. (F/S) Beauchamp, A.C. Richardson, W.A. Chapman, R.N.
16 Rixon, L.H. Montgomery, L.M. Deeley, H.B. Duke, R.R.
17 Logan, J.B. Brown, A. McTurk, F.A. Bonner, G.W.E.
18 Smith, K.G.S. Rowe‐Sleeman, A.J.Hill, N.L. Watton, H.T.
19 Cowan, C.P. Wasey, W.H. Rice, J.W. Barry, A.S.
20 Creeke, P.F.C. O'Keefe, M.G. Richardson, W.A. Watton, H.T.
21 Cowan, C.P. Wasey, W.H. Rice, J.W. Watton, H.T.
22 Rixon, L.H. Montgomery, L.M. Deeley, H.B. Shaer, A.
23 Bird, R.J. (F/S) Beauchamp, A.C. Hyde, J. Chapman, R.N.
24 Davis, R.O. Burridge, A.D. May, G.R. Atkinson, H.
25 Creeke, P.F.C. Winter, J.B. Richardson, W.A. Jarvis, W.M.
26 Creeke, P.F.C. Munton Richardson, W.A. Leaney, W.M.
27 Creeke, P.F.C. Munton Goyen Leaney, W.M.
28 Anstey, R.S. Winter, J.B. Campbell, W.J. Jarvis, L.J.
29 Grellman, G.F. Hawkins, J.C. May, G.R. Burgess, L.M.
30 Creeke, P.F.C. Pritchard, W.A. Peake, L.G. Leaney, W.M.
31 Moore Knowles Henshaw Brumfitt
32 Davis, R.O. Burridge, A.D. Goyen Bonner, G.W.E.
33 Bird (S/L) Goodwin Bateman, J. Taylor
34 Newell Brown, A. Goyen Fletcher
35 Creeke, P.F.C. Munton Richardson, W.A. Hyde, J.
36 Pears, L. Gould Harrison Carriere
37 Thurston Dean Girvan Zado
38 Harris Harnden Glaser Williams
39 Pedlar Lea Girvan Shapport
40 Stones Walkerdine Leblanc Kornlowitch

Crew 
Ref

Crew Duty

 
 



9 
 

GRUMPY’S FLIGHT CREWS (Cont’d.) 
 

Pilot Observer WAG Air Gunner Other
41 Bundock Johnstone Verden Humphries
42 Cocks Place Brown Shaer, A.
43 Filby Herman Bird Carey
44 Creeke, P.F.C. Moore Leonard Jacobs Hyde, J.
45 Beadle King Richards Grice, T.A. Melonash
46 MacFarlane Doyle Mossington Horne
47 Gregory Ingram Venables McIntyre
48 Marshall Gordon Nottle Wilfart
49 Gregory Ingram Venables McIntyre Kelly (S/L)
50 Knowlton, J.L. Hastings, L.E. Purvis, P.S. Eppstadt, E.G.
51 Beadle Richards Grice, T.A. Cage
52 Leeke, R.W.H. De Verteuil, L.I. Tams, R. Roby, H.A.
53 Loveridge, D.L. Logie, R.F. Churchard, D.G. Durling, R.D.
54 Hutereau, P.A. Hanze, A Curtis, F.H.C. Bateman, J.
55 Poissant, C.E. Ryan, D.P. Bing‐Suey, F. Saumer, P.
56 Lummis, H.V. Burns, W. Allen, R.W.J. Dick, J.
57 Hutereau, P.A. Hanze, A Curtis, F.H.C. Loop, E.H.
58 Mewa, A. Ajredar, L.S. Pitt, F.F. Nichols, A.E.
59 Pears, L. Lea Harrison Carriere

Crew 
Ref

Crew Duty

 
 

GRUMPY’S AIRMEN 

Name Duty Crew Ref Name Duty Crew Ref
Ajrekar, L.S. Observer 58 Brown, A. Observer 42
Allen, R.W.J. Pilot 56 Brown WAG 17, 34
Anstey, R.S. Pilot 28 Brumfitt AG 31
Atkins, A.G. Pilot 10 Budden, R.H. WAG 12
Atkinson, H. AG 24 Bundock Pilot 41
Bateman, J. WAG 33, 54 Burgess, L.M. AG 29
Beadle Pilot 45, 51 Burns, W. Observer 56
Beauchamp, A.C. Pilot 15, 23 Burridge, A.D. Observer 24, 32
Bing‐Suey, F. WAG 55 Calder, GA Pilot 1
Bird WAG 43 Campbell, W.J. WAG 28
Bird (S/L) Other 33 Carey AG 43
Bird, R.J. (F/S) Pilot 15, 23 Carriere AG 36, 59
Bishop Pilot 4 Churchard, D.G. WAG 53
Bonner, G.W.E. AG 17, 32 Cocks Pilot 42
Breakspear, A.C. WAG 10 Coleman, SG WAG 2
Brooker AG 4 Cowan, C.P. Pilot 11, 19, 21  
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GRUMPY’S AIRMEN (cont’d) 

Name Duty Crew Ref Name Duty Crew Ref
Cox, E.W. AG 11 Hawkins, J.C. Observer 29

Creeke, P.F.C. Pilot
20, 25, 26, 
27, 30, 35, 

44
Henshaw WAG 31

Curtis WAG 54, 57 Herman Observer 43
Dale AG 3 Hill, N.L. WAG 18
Davis, R.O. Pilot 24, 32 Hole Pilot 6, 7
De Verteuil, L.I. Observer 52 Horne AG 46
Dean Observer 37 Humphries AG 41
Deeley, H.B. WAG 16, 22 Hutereau, P.A. Pilot 54, 57
Dick, J. AG 56 Hyde, J. WAG 23, 35, 44
Dixon, F.B. WAG 3, 14 Ingram Observer 47, 49
Doyle Observer 46 Jacobs AG 44
Duke, R.R. AG 16 Jarvis, W.M. AG 25, 28
Durling, R.D. AG 53 Johnstone Observer 41
Eagleton Observer 5 Kelly (S/L) Other 49
Ellis WAG 9 King Observer 45
Emery WAG 8 Knowles Observer 31
Eppstadt, E.G. AG 50 Knowlton, J.L. Pilot 50
Falgate Pilot 3 Kornlowitch AG 40
Fee, W.B. Pilot 12 Lea AG 39, 59
Filby Pilot 43 Leaney, W.M. AG 26, 27
Fletcher AG 34 Leblanc WAG 40
Gale, J. WAG 1 Leeke, R.W.H. Pilot 52
Girvan WAG 37, 39 Leonard WAG 44
Glaser WAG 38 Logan, J.B. Pilot 17
Glover AG 9 Logie, R.F. Observer 53
Goodwin Observer 33 Loop, E.H AG 57
Gordon Observer 48 Loveridge, D.L. Pilot 53
Gould Observer 36 Lummis, H.V. Pilot 56
Gower, EP AG 1 MacFarlane, L. Pilot 46
Goyen WAG 27, 32, 34 Magee Observer 3
Gregory Pilot 47, 49 Marlow, K. Pilot 13
Grellman, G.F. Pilot 29 Marshall Pilot 48
Grice, T.A. WAG 45, 51 Martin Pilot 4
Grindley, J Pilot 2 May, G.R. WAG 24, 29
Hanze Observer 54, 57 McDonald, C.C. Observer 10
Harnden Observer 38 McIntyre AG 47, 49
Harris Pilot 38 McTurk, F.A. WAG 17
Harrison WAG 36, 59 Melonash Other 45
Hastings, L.E. Observer 50 Mewa, A. Pilot 58  
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GRUMPY’S AIRMEN (Cont’d) 

Name Duty Crew Ref Name Duty Crew Ref
Miller, R.L. AG 14 Ryan, D.P. Observer 55
Montgomery, L.M. Observer 16, 22 Saumer, P. AG 55
Moore Pilot 8, 31 Sayer, EJ AG 2
Moore Observer 46 Shaer, A. AG 22, 42
Moss, L.A.T. Observer 12 Shapport AG 39
Mossington WAG 46 Short WAG 6
Munton Observer 26, 27, 35 Smith, G AG 5
Newell Pilot 34 Smith, K.G.S. Pilot 18
Nichols, A.E. AG 58 Staines, L.K. WAG 13
Nottle WAG 48 Starkey AG 8
O'Keefe, M.G. Observer 20 Stoakes Observer 8
Peake, L.G. WAG 30 Stones Pilot 40
Pears Pilot 36, 59 Tams, R. WAG 52
Pedlar Pilot 39 Tanner, S.A.R. Observer 9, 14
Penfare, M.G. AG 13 Thurston Pilot 37
Pitt, F.F. WAG 58 Todd AG 6, 7
Place Observer 42 Toeg Pilot 9
Plewman, C.R. Observer 13 Topper Pilot 5
Poissant, C.E. Pilot 55 Tweddell, I.W. Observer 1
Pollitt WAG 4 Venables WAG 47, 49
Pritchard, W.A. Observer 30 Verden WAG 41
Proctor AG 12 Walkerdine Observer 40
Purvis, P.S. WAG 50 Wasey, W.H. Observer 11, 19, 21
Rice, J.W. WAG 11, 19, 21 Watton, H.T. AG 18, 20, 21
Richards WAG 45 Webb, H.J. Observer 2
Richards Observer 51 Wellman WAG 5

Richardson, W.A. WAG
15, 20, 25, 
26, 35

Wilfart AG 48

Rixon, L.H. Pilot 16, 22 Williams AG 38
Robinson WAG 7 Wilson, F.W. Pilot 14
Roby, H.A. AG 52 Winter, J.B. Observer 25, 28
Rothery Observer 6, 7 Zado AG 37
Rowe‐Sleeman, A.J. Observer 18  

In addition to 10 ‘Exercise Spartan’ operations and 3 Air Sea Rescue searches, Grumpy’s 
operational career included attacks on: 

8 Aerodromes, 6 Ammunition dumps, 5 Bridges, 4 Shipping docks, 1 E-boat pen 
(Ijmuiden), 6 enemy strong points, 2 Fuel dumps, 11 Gun positions, 18 Railway 
marshalling yards, 28 Noball (V-1) launch sites, 5 Panzer service echelons, 2 Petrol, oil 
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& lube dumps and 1 Tank concentration.  A number of targets were not identified in the 
Squadron’s Operations Records Books. 

Grumpy was retired from operational duties after completion of her 125th op, a 13 Aug 44 attack 
with 12 other 98 Squadron Mitchells on a gun position at St-Pierre-sur-Dives, France.  Crewing 
her that day were F/L Mewa, A.; F/O Ajrekar, L.S.; W/O Pitt, F.F.; W/O Nichols, A.E. 

Her longevity was certainly not due to her ‘VO-B’ identity, evidenced by the fate of the next two 
Mitchells to be so identified. 

Mitchell serial no. HD329, introduced to operations the night of 17 Aug 44 carried ‘VO-B’ 
markings and was flown by the same men that last crewed Grumpy.  They and HD329 would fly 
just three ops; they did not return from a 19 Aug 44 flare-dropping operation in the Faliase Gap 
area. 

The third ‘VO-B’, FW188, flew her first operation on a 25 Aug 44 morning attack on a Petrol, 
Oil and Lube dump at Clermont, France.  F/S Cyrille ‘Cy’ Poissant was at the controls with Sgt 
Peter ‘Doc’ Ryan as observer, F/S Fred Bing as WAG and Air Gunner F/S Paul Saumer.  FW188 
would see just five more ops until after a raid on a gun position near Boulogne on 08 Sep 44, she 
exploded on touchdown at Dunsfold when an armed, hung-up 500 lb bomb dislodged; P/O Denis 
Loveridge (Pilot),  F/L Bob Logie (Observer), F/S George Churchard (WAG) and P/O Dave 
Durling (Air Gunner) were all killed. 

Grumpy stayed in Royal Air Force service, though not on operations, until she was struck off 
charge 17 Dec 46.  I don’t know yet what her duties were between her operational retirement and 
SOC; a training role or transport perhaps.  I also have yet to uncover her North American 
Aviation ‘birth’ date and movements before 22 Jan 43. 

There’s still work to be done!  Any information in that regard that you can pass along will be 
greatly appreciated. 

A collection of photographs of men who flew and worked on Grumpy follows; please add to it if 
you can so we can expand this history.  Can you identify any of the ground crew members?  
Please send me a note. 

Sources: 
http://www.raf.mod.uk/history/ 

Imperial War Museum 
‘A Short History of No 98 Squadron’ – F/L W.R. Lambert & F/L R.A. Brown 

98 Squadron Operations Record Books (Kew) 
‘They Shall Grow Not Old’ – Les Allison & Harry Hayward 

‘2nd Tactical Air Force’ – C. Shores & C. Thomas 
Linda Tweddell (Ian Tweddell’s personal records) 

Jackie Hammond 
Doug Chisholm 

Guy Hanze photograph collection 
Peter ‘Doc’ Ryan’s photograph collection 
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SOME OF THE MANY MEN IN GRUMPY’S LIFE 

 

     
F/S Gordon Calder • P/O Ian Tweddell 

Pilot and Observer on Grumpy’s first operation. 
Calder photo courtesy Doug Chisholm • Tweddell courtesy Linda Tweddell 

 
 

 
Grumpy’s ground crew (July 1944) 

Victor Feast paints bomb symbol for her 101st operation   IWM photo 

[Note the bent propeller tip; it would be interesting to know what happened. 
Isn’t that indicative of a ‘wheels up’ landing?] 
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Sgt Ernest Loop, P/O Guy Hanze, P/O Pierre Hutereau, 
Sgt Felix Curtis • Dunsfold, April ’44   Guy Hanze collection

Trevor A. Grice
Courtesy Jackie Hammond 

L‐R:  George Churchard, Norm Stewart (not part of crew), Denis Loveridge, 
Bob Logie, Dave Durling • Dunsfold, July ’44.        Peter Ryan collection 

Cy Poissant, Paul Saumer, Peter ‘Doc’ Ryan, Fred Bing. 
Dunsfold, August ’44       Peter Ryan collection 
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ARCHIVIST’S REPORT (97) 
 

First of all I hope that you are all keeping well after such a horrendous winter, some of us having 
had more than their fair share if what has been seen on television is to be believed. 

Now that the weather is getting better the enthusiasm for looking into events is coming to the 
fore and hopefully positive results will come from enquiries. 

I have recently received a letter from the niece of Sqdn Ldr. John Llewellyn Griffith DFC via Joy 
Scott requesting information on her uncle who was killed on the 24th July 1944 whilst flying B25 
Mitchell FW 190 with Wng. Cdr De Warren Boult AFC. 

Her initial request was to seek information about the likelihood of contacting members of the 
crew who flew with him on that fateful occasion through the Association I have already replied 
that those who flew with him were to the best of my knowledge never members of the 
Association. 

The crew comprised Flt. Lt. A.G. Burgess Sgt. J. O’Brian and Sgt. A. Munn as well as Sqd. Ldr. 
Griffith and Wng. Cdr. De Boult. 

The Op took place on the evening of the 24th July 1944 when aircraft attacked a wood at La 
Hogue, France. FW 190 was hit by flak and eventually crash landed at Tangmere, some of the 
crew were wounded, sadly Sqdn Ld Griffith was killed. 

I have written back giving her the information available to me but hopefully further information 
may be forthcoming  

I am still awaiting information on the B25 Project which as we all know was put on hold due to 
the recession, hopefully I will have more information in the coming months and as soon as it is 
available I will be contacting those members who said they were willing to contribute. 

As mentioned in the last Issue of ‘Dispersals’ the Annual Reunion will take place over the 
weekend of Friday 1st October to Sunday 3rd October at the Park Inn Bedford further details 
of cost etc. will be sent to members in the next few months; if in the meantime the dates are put 
in your diaries feel free to let me know if you wish to attend and I will contact you with regard to 
the deposit required.  

As you know Peter Jenner has notified members of the Memorial unveiling at Dunsfold on the 
8th May 2010    I do hope that those members who were stationed there and have not got far to 
travel are able to attend this momentous occasion. 

Our thanks must go to the tireless Reg Day who has dedicated all of his life when time permitted, 
to cajole, persuade and, no doubt in his own way insist,  that his museum and now the Memorial 
are permanent features at Dunsfold  to ensure that all of our Comrades who were stationed there 
are never forgotten. 
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And staging allied friends. 
And now you aim to breach the Boeing skies 

Hearing the US English in you 
Where once were heard the multi-accents of the world. 

All parts of Britain and of Oz, 
Canadian, South African as well 

Working alongside Dutch and French and Poles. 
Grumpy, with Derby on her other flank 

And big red B on both and roundels proud 
Is well remembered by her crews 

And still at her old Dunsfold home 
In his museum to your happy breed 

Who flew from there and Hartford Bridge nearby 
The men who tended your engines well then 

And tends the memories now. 
It is unlikely that you will return 

For Surrey flight; but those who see you now 
May one day do the UK trip 
And may, if only for respect, 

Come haunt your haunts. 
The spirit lives of you and Medium few 

In associated people your once knew 
And cyberstyle as well as porticabin stay 

At regdaymemorialmuseum.co.uk 
                                                                                        

 
FINDERS KEEPERS 

 
In 1947 Hangar 2 at Dunsfold was used by Skyways.  Amongst other things it was the C of A 
hangar.  G-AICV ‘Skyliner’   failed that hurdle.  Owen Warren, currently Reg Day’s museum 
sidekick, worked for Skyways then, remembers a DC3   sitting in that hangar.  A mate had told 
him that it was held together by shoelaces.  ‘Charlie Victor’ was scrapped the next year, probably 
having been cannibalised to feed the other three active Skyways’ Dakotas already.  Hangar 2 
nowadays is used for the production of ‘Top Gear’; would they manage a C of Anything ? 

In 1937 Fokker of Holland were assembling Douglas DC3s; one of the 13 pre-war Daks went to 
KLM as PH-ALV on April 12th.  As with the others, ‘Valk’  [‘Falcon’]  had been built in  Santa 
Monica, U.S.A., with the manufacturers serial #1943,   test flown, then to New York, Idlewild, 
wings removed, all crated and shipped to The Netherlands, probably Amsterdam.    Fokker 
reassembled and passed them to KLM or other European airlines.  The DC3s took over the KLM 
Batavia  [Netherlands East Indies]  route from the DC2s. 
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 2010  Dedication of the Memorial Plinth and garden remembering those 
who flew from Dunsfold --- and the actual V-E  Day  birthday of Nich  
Vrijlands  who sponsored the garden. 

 
In May 1970,   twenty years ago the Mitchell now known as Sarinah and a frequent visitor to 
Dunsfold became part of The Duke of Brabant’s Air Force, now incorporated in the Royal 
Netherlands Air Force Historic Flight. 

Apart from those closely related Dunsfold memories,    May 8th carries many anniversaries.  
Relevant and important to Medium Bombers was the birthday in 1895 of James “Dutch” 
Kindelberger, who in 1934 became President and General Manager of North American Aviation 
from whence came the B.25 and P.51 amongst others, going on to post-war rocket engines. 

Another birthday, this one in 1915,   was that of Roman Kacew, a Lithuanian Jew.  In 1929 he 
was moved from Poland to Nice, France where he became Romain Gary.  Escaping the Nazi 
occupation to England his flying experience found him serving with 342 (Boston) Lorraine 
Squadron.  Ultimately known for his books and film scripts, including ‘The Longest Day’. 

 
  May 16th, 1940: invasion of the Low Countries. 
 

May 6th, 1941:   Govert Steen.  Beelearts von Blokland & Lindeman stole a 
Fokker T8W floatplane from Amsterdam Harbour and flew to ‘off the beach’ at 
Broadstairs**** 

 
       Sir Dirk Bogarde of war service and war films fame died on May 8th, 1999. 
 

Henri Dunant, who founded the Red Cross was born in 1828, giving his birth 
date of May 8th, as Red Cross and Red Crescent Day every year.      

          
Close, on the 10th in 1940, Churchill took over.  

 
Less seriously; any of you who took a metal topped bottle of Coca Cola above about 10,000 feet 
in an unpressurised aircraft will have sticky memories [and a realisation that the pressure in the 
bottle does not drop with height.  Anyone who has had the experience could let us know how the 
ground crew were pacified! ].  On this day in 1886 John Styth Pemberton invented the 
beverage. 

An oft forgotten aspect of V-E Day, or to be precise, the surrender day,  was mentioned in the 
F/Lt. J.R. “Jock” Cassels article in the March Fly Past  who flew as a Mossie marker for Lancs 
dropping supplies to the starving people of The Hague.  “...His stores left the aircraft three 
minutes after the surrender.”  [He was flying from Blackbushe a few months later on the 
newspaper round.] 

Finally and all embracing, the extensively winged Christian, Hebrew and Islamic Archangel 
Michael has his day on, yes, May 8th. 

The dedication will take place at about the same time as you receive this edition of Dispersals so 
the report of the occasion will be in the August edition.  
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